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Hello and welcome to 
this month’s edition of    
VISION Chalfonts.

The long hot summer. 
It’s not very often 
you hear that said in 
the UK. This year has 
certainly been just 
that and we continue 

to bask in glorious sunshine.
But, whilst we all enjoy the sun our poor old 

gardens are suffering. . . badly. I’m sure we are all 
concerned about over use of garden hoses and 
conserving what water supplies remain and I urge 
you to be mindful of our dwindling supplies.

It is well worth taking a look in our gardening 
section for some excellent gardeners who wil l be 

able to advise on how we can bring our gardens 
back to life. Don’t forget to mention that you 
saw them first in VISION .

As well as gardens, please take care of 
your pets during this heat. It’s important to 
remember your dog stil l needs exercise so use 

the early mornings and late evenings to take a 
stroll . It really is quite refreshing and relaxing.
In local news this month, Chalfont St Giles is 

named as one of the best kept vil lages in the 
county, thousands of pounds are raised for 
Liberty’s Legacy and we hear the latest news 
from Little Chalfont Parish Council . 

I wil l see you all next month. 

                    Leigh 

Editor’s 
notes...

Leigh Fr
y, Editor
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It’s surprising Donald Trump didn’t venture around the UK in an armoured tank 
given the amount of vitriol that laid in wait around every corner during the US 
President’s visit in the middle of July.

Yet a quaff of thick hair and an even thicker skin accompanied the bolshie and 
intentionally controversial leader, whose three-day working visit to the UK followed 
a NATO summit in Brussels, and preceded equally spicy talks with Russia President 
Vladimir Putin in Finland. Love him or loathe him, the 72-year-old doesn’t do things 
in short measures.

Whether linking hands with Prime Minister Theresa May or haplessly failing to 
follow royal convention with the Queen at Windsor Castle, Trump revelled in the 
pomp and the protests. 

He is in fact the 13th US president that Her Majesty has met during her reign, 
and the exchange was said to be cordial… so cordial in fact that HRH – on behalf 
of the government – laid out an invitation for a full state visit in April of next year, 
immediately after the conclusion of the Brexit process (whether or not we have 
struck a deal with the EU). That visit will include a military guard of honour and 
carriage ride up the Mall to Buckingham Palace… and perhaps a few thousand 
expletive-ridden placards too.

Trump divides opinion like no one else before him. Recently, his policy of keeping 
migrant children in cages at the US border appears brutal, yet his praise for our 
Prime Minister, and stories of his mother Mary Anne’s praise for Her Majesty and ‘tell 
it like it is’ approach appeal wholeheartedly to those tired of ‘suit and shoes’ politics.

While those who hosted him in July were welcoming, others refused to engage. 
There was no meeting at all with the American citizen who has joined our Royal 
Family, Meghan Markle (who isn’t quiet in her dislike of the president); nor was there 
a visit by Mr Trump to the new US Embassy south of the river (after he criticised the 
move from Grosvenor Square).

In addition, he was not invited to address both Houses of Parliament – an honour 
that has been accorded to previous US presidents – because of opposition from 
John Bercow, the Commons speaker.

But progress was made at Chequers where bilateral talks with Theresa May went 
well, and it appears the personal relationship between the two may have gone up a 
degree or two in warmth, despite a very obvious frosty chill continuing to linger just 
below the surface.

Trump concluded proceedings in Scotland where he played a round of golf with 
Prince Andrew at Turnberry, the course he owns. Business and pleasure – par for 
the course.

TEMPESTUOUS TRIP
Trump’s Photo credit: REX/Shutterstock
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W H A T  D O  Y O U R 

really mean ?

[dreams]

An ancient proverb states: “An 
unexamined dream is like an 
unopened letter.” Too often we 

either forget or dismiss our dream but this could be 
a mistake. Exploring what your dreams really mean 
can help you gain a deeper insight into every aspect 
of your life.

1.  TEETH FALLING OUT
This is one of the most common dreams that people 
have but in truth has nothing to do with your dental 
health. It is connected to feelings of insecurity, life 
changes that have left you feeling out of control or 
perhaps a loss of someone important in your life. 

2.  RUNNING AWAY 
From early childhood you can probably remember 
experiencing dreams where you are running away 
from the ‘bogie monster’ and as we get older these 
dreams can shift to not being able to run due to your 

legs not working or feelings of being stuck. 
These types of dreams are fairly easy to interpret 

and should leave you asking yourself ‘what am I 
afraid of? What am I running away from in life?’

3.  CHEATING SPOUSES 
Most people in a relationship will be likely to have 
dreamt that their partner is cheating on them at some 
point. This does not mean that subconsciously you 
know your partner is being unfaithful. More likely you 
yourself are experiencing feelings of being cheated 
in life, maybe you feel you are being overlooked for a 
promotion or let down by a friend?

4.  BEING NAKED IN PUBLIC
Whether it’s giving an important presentation or a 
flashback to your school days, most people have 
had that dreaded naked dream. What it symbolises 
is a lack of certainty about yourself, or even feelings 
of being wrongly accused of something.
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Pick an old-school colour scheme
The retro colour palate ought to feel somewhat 
familiar thanks to the abundance of flashback 
photo filters on our smartphones. The tone is 
always slightly muted, and when choosing this 
style for your home you can never have too 
much of a good thing. So go big with minty 
greens, bubble gum pinks, muted red and 
buttercream yellows. 

Get some retro gadgetry
If you believe modern technology works great 
but looks terrible, you will definitely appreciate 
modern gadgets that have a vintage exterior. 
Think digital radios which appear analogue, 
leather record players with a USB port for 
exporting your LPs and high-tech fridges 
concealed in a 1950s-style shell. 

Scour the vintage shops
Having the odd piece of vintage furniture will 

make the whole look feel authentic. So seek out 
Perspex lampshades, retro cocktail cabinets 
and an original dinette. Or, if you’re feeling really 
flush, invest in an original Eames fibreglass 
chair. 

Buy branded signs
One thing they got right in America’s formative 
days of consumer marketing is branding. From 
the classic Coca Cola sign to the Cadillac 
motif and every diner logo ever, a small slice of 
Americana makes a big statement. 

Add whimsical touches
No retro look is complete without a little dash 
of kitsch, though you may want to steer clear 
of anything too tacky (no home needs a 2ft 
high Betty Boop figurine). So think along more 
subtle lines… a diner-style napkin dispenser,  
for example, vintage glass perfume bottles or 
crotchet blankets. 

Want some kitsch for your kitchen? Or a little 1950s flair for your front room? Well here’s how 
to turn your home into a retro paradise. 
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move up, not out!
“Choosing a contractor for our loft and total refurb
project was a minefield. I consider Asset Lofts a
very fortunate find.Overall great communication
and response times. Great customer service and
recommended by a pragmatic perfectionist.”

“This was a big job and we wanted to make very
sure that we hired the right company as we'd heard
a lot of horror stories about dodgy loft companies.
Asset were fantastic from start to finish. The
builders, particularly Lloyd and his team, were
great. They worked all hours - even over a bank
holiday weekend - did their best to avoid disruption
and did a fantastic, professional job. If there was a
problem, Lloyd would come to us with a solution.
We're very happy that we now have the space to
stay in our house for years to come. I can’t
recommend this company highly enough.”

info@assetlofts.co.uk

t: 01753 825860
www.assetlofts.co.uk
Asset Lofts are your local
specialist offering design and
build for all your home
improvement needs.

Call us for a free no 
obligation quote.
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It’s silly season when it comes to all manner of midges, moths and 
mayflies making homelife hell at this time of the year.

With the warm spring encouraging creatures and critters to 
reproduce like there’s no tomorrow (and in the case of the mayfly, there 
really is no tomorrow), we can quickly find ourselves awash with truly 
biblical quantities of house guests.

But despair not, for here are a few tips to help you take back 
control:

MOTHS… These seemingly innocent-looking flappers will 
go through your wardrobe quicker than Jeff Banks. Save your 
clothes by using flypaper and fish oil for a homemade moth 
trap, and apply vinegar and water solution around doors to 
kill off any remainder.

ANTS…  Vinegar is again your friend where ants come 
sniffing food remains. Mix with essential oil and spray around 
baseboards and kitchen entry points, also laying lemon peel on 
window ledges and other access points.

MOSQUITOES…  Mossies flourish around standing water when 
temperatures increase, so keep an eye on pools, puddles and trays where 
these can gather and reproduce. If you’re too late, washing up liquid and, 
curiously, beer, are two big pulls for their insects, whereby you can lure 
them into a toxic and, you would suspect, rather pleasant death.

If you’re looking for a slightly more all-encompassing critter-proof 
solution, then repair damaged roof tiles, fill cracks with roofing cement 
and clean out air vents. Also check roof overhangs for nests, keep 
windows and doors shut when possible and inspect beds, 
pillows and mattresses for bugs, vacuuming regularly.

In the garden, be wary of shrubbery and vegetation, store 
wood elevated and away from house walls, and keep 
compost containers sealed.

As Michael Barrymore once said: “A hotspot is not a good 
spot.” So check places where heat gets trapped; while 
leaving food out is an open invitation to dine, these creatures 
are really not the greatest of dinner party guests.

HOW TO BEST PEST-PROOF YOUR HOME
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Our desire for home interiors to be unique, 
bespoke and personal has made popular 
a number of crafts in recent years, with 

few as accessible and impressive as stencil art. 
In envisaging a pattern, creating a template and 
getting busy with some perfectly matched paint, 
you can transform weary old walls in no time.

Here is our easy step-by-step guide:

1. Select a design
The internet has given us inspirational access 
to the widest range of designs, so find a pattern 
that works for you and that matches your existing 
interiors. For instance, if your look is contemporary, 
look for something uncomplicated and clean; 
if you’re more art nouveau, consider swirls and 
flower-based ideas.

2. Plan your wall
Know before you purchase materials the wall you’re 
using, the positioning of the stencil (and a repeated 
pattern, if that’s what you have in mind) and ensure 
you’re keeping an eye on symmetry and centring.

3. Buy your supplies
Take a trip to your art shop, view their pre-
made stencil designs, then conclude that 
yours will look better. Purchase either card 
or thick plastic sheets, along with required paints 
(fit-for-purpose stencil paint exists) and some 
decorating tape.

4. Copy and cut
Trace your design onto the sheet and care and 
carefully cut to create your main template.

5. Doing the dab
Now fix the stencil to the wall ensuring it is in 
position and straight (use a spirit level), then begin 
rolling paint through the sheet and onto the wall in a 
horizontal motion (this will help prevent drips).

6. Repeat and wait
Move across your wall replicating your pattern, then 
wait 24 hours for it to dry.

7. Sit back and savour
Toast your stunning stencil art efforts.

WALL FLOWER
HOMEMADE STENCIL ART FOR EVERY AND ANY WALL

Stockist of 

Visit the Showroom
Studio Six, 5-6 Lower Road, Chorleywood, Hertfordshire, WD3 5LH

Furniture  |  Lighting  |  Fabrics  |  Wallpapers  |  Mirrors 
Soft Furnishings  |  Home Accessories  |  Gifts   

Pop into Studio Six and 
claim your free reusable cup 
with this advert – No purchase required

Interior 
Design & 
Furnishings

Contact Karen on 07789 501486
www.studiosixinteriors.co.uk  | karen@karenblueinteriors.co.uk

FREE REUSABLE CUP 
WITH THIS ADVERT

Switch to reusable – 
Save money when you 
bring your own cup to 
any participating coffee 
shop or café

(While stocks last)
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Our homes are filled with so many different styles, fabrics and finishes when it comes to floors – a far 
cry from dull carpets and plain tiles just a generation ago. These days you can factor in wondrous 
wooden surfaces, laminate, slate, marble and even polished concrete. While variety is the spice of 

any living space, each finish comes with its own required maintenance, and it’s worth paying attention to 
these in order to ensure your living space stays, well… alive.

CARPETS
The best and safest surface for children, comfortable underfoot, 
and with the widest variety of colours and designs, carpets are 
however a breathing ground for bacteria. Steaming is the only 
method that removes the bacteria lurking deep into the pile, while 
stains should be dabbed away (with a clean cloth or sponge), not 
wiped. Vacuum ‘high-traffic’ areas at least once a week, always 
ensuring your hoover is at the right setting in order to prevent fibre 
damage. Once finished, empty your dust bag – a clogged bag can 
reduce efficiency by over 50 per cent.

WOODEN FLOORS
Arguably the best-looking finish, with a variety of wood shades and 
finishes, albeit hard underfoot and easy to scratch. Most wooden floors 
are prefinished, but not all, so check before treating and use only 
cleaners specific to your floor type. Now you’re ready, use a dust 
mop or vacuum to remove surface debris, then simply mop to 
remove dirt using a trusted cleaning agent before allowing to dry 
naturally.

SLATE / TILES
Whether a chic or rustic finish, hard floors give a room solidity and 
style, though can be expensive and unforgiving for youngsters. A 
mild detergent in hot water and a rag or chamois will see you right, 
though you may want to toothbrush the grouted gaps with soap 
a few times a year.

VINYL
Cheap, wide-ranging in styles and with the ability to wipe away any sin, vinyl 
can show wear quickly if not maintained. A homemade apple vinegar and 
hot water solution will do everything a shop-bought cleaner achieves. 

FLOORED BY
cleaning
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LOCAL NEWS
from your neighbourhood

The sun shone for the annual Chalfont St Peter 
Feast Day recently.

The annual festival dates back to 1229 when King 
Henry III granted to the Lord of the Manor the right to 
hold an annual fair on the eve and day of the Feast of 
St Peter. 

This year there was not only a fair, but also stalls run 
by local charity groups and businesses, artisan crafts, 
performances by local schools, a quirky dog show, 
fantastic classic cars and an evening concert by the 
ABBA Stars Tribute Band.  

This highly popular family event is the highlight of the 
Chalfont St Peter year.  

It’s an opportunity for neighbours to get together and 
for local organisations to raise their profile with their 
local community.  

A spokesperson from the event said: “A special 
mention goes out to all of the Festival Friend volunteers 
who helped make the whole thing possible as well as 
the generous donations from local businesses such 
as Fairweather Insurance and organisations like the 
parish council and local churches.  

“Festivalgoers also generously donated £2,636.88 
on the day and this will be donated to local good 
causes.” 

The next event organised by Feast of St Peter Ltd 
will be the Christmas Fun Night on December 7.  

If you are interested in having fun as a volunteer or are 
a local organisation wanting to boost your marketing 
presence, then check out the Chalfont St Peter Feast 
Day and Fun Night Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/cspfunnight

Sun shines on Feast Day
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Village named as one of the best kept in county 
Chalfont St Giles has been named as one of the 

best kept villages in Buckinghamshire. 
The village won the Pushman Cup (villages with a 

population over 3,000) in the 2018 Buckinghamshire 
Best Kept Village competition. 

Richard Pushman, chairman of the Best Kept Village 
Competition, said: “Our popular Best Kept Village 
Competition highlights the great community activity 
that goes on in our lovely Buckinghamshire villages. 

“It is a great way to recognise the contribution of 

many who give their time and effort to showcase and 
enhance their local environment. 

“The competition is not just for ‘pretty’ villages – we 
want to see communities where everyone makes an 
effort to keep their surroundings well maintained. 

“The competition is a good opportunity for villages to 
celebrate all the positive aspects of life in their village 
and we warmly congratulate this year’s winners for 
their superb efforts.” 

The cup will be presented on September 15. 

Call a local family run company you can trust on 01494 873399

sales@castleglasscompany.co.uk  |  www.castleglasscompany.co.uk

Call a local family run company you can trust on 01494 873399

sales@castleglasscompany.co.uk  |  www.castleglasscompany.co.uk

New & replacement UPVc, Aluminium or Timber Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Composite Front Doors   |   Bi – Folding Aluminium Doors

Glazed Roof Lanterns  |  Roller Garage Doors
New & replacement Sealed Double Glazed Units & Leaded Lights

All forms of Glazing including Mirrors, Toughened Glass, Shelves & Table Tops

Call a local family run company you can trust on 01494 873399

sales@castleglasscompany.co.uk  |  www.castleglasscompany.co.uk

Contact us now for a free estimate and advice on 01494 873399
sales@castleglasscompany.co.uk  |  www.castleglasscompany.co.uk

Bene�ts include:
•  Environmentally friendly, recyclable aluminium, life expectancy 30 years
•  Maintenance free, durable product of the highest quality
•  No joints equals no leaks
•  No visible �xing brackets with strong, attractive, 125mm Ogee design
•  Colours available – black, brown and white
•  BBA Approval – only continuous aluminium gutter to obtain BBA approval

GLASSCASTLE Gutters, So�ts & Fascias

Castle Glass are pleased to o�er continuous, seamless, 
“MUSTANG®” aluminium guttering.  The product is  roll 
formed on site from pre coated aluminium coil using 
the “Iron Man” machine and installed in combination 
with new UPVc so�ts and fascias. So�t

Fascia
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Fun had by all at 
strawberry tea event

Austenmead House in Chalfont St Peter held its 
annual Strawberry Tea for its elderly residents 

and their families recently.
As usual the residents, their families and staff 

were entertained by the Chiltern Hills Brass Band 
and there were raffles and tombola stands for 
everybody. 

The strawberries were particularly good this year 
after the hot weather. 

The range of ages from 96 years old down to 
four-year-old grandchildren made for a very happy 
afternoon.

Thousands of pounds raised 
for Liberty’s Legacy
Two men have raised thousands of pounds 

for Liberty’s Legacy after completing the 
PudentialRideLondon recently. 

Simon Dodd and Simon Durand took on the 
100-mile course starting at the Olympic Park then 
into the Surrey countryside and finishing back in 
London. 

The pair raised £3,442.50 for Liberty’s Legacy 
and the Bone Cancer Research Trust. 

Simon Dodd said: “We first got to know Liberty 
when she was in primary school where she 
became great friends with my daughter, Lucy. They 
remained close friends throughout middle school 
and into secondary school. 

“Liberty had such a warm, fun-loving and vibrant 
personality. She was an absolute ray of sunshine, 
you couldn’t want a better friend for your daughter.

“Knowing I was racing to raise money in Liberty’s 
memory made me do all I could to finish, but I didn’t 
feel the need to race to get a good time. 

“I had a very different attitude and could enjoy the 
experience.”

Liberty’s Legacy was formed in October 2017 
following the devastating loss of Liberty Grace 

Schurer, just two weeks after her 14th birthday.
Liberty, who lived in Chalfont St Peter, was 

diagnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma, a rare and very 
aggressive form of bone cancer, just 13 months 
previously.

Liberty’s wish upon discovering her terminal 
prognosis was that her family raise funds in her 
name for research. She did not want any child to 
suffer as she had, nor any other family to be ripped 
apart in the same way and nor did she want to be 
forgotten.

If you want to get involved in fundraising for 
Liberty’s Legacy you can email libertyslegacy@
yahoo.com or search Liberty’s Legacy Charity on 
Facebook where you can also check out the latest 
events. 

You can also donate by texting LIBS96 
followed by £3 £5 or £10 to 70070 or online at 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SomeoneSpecial/
LibertySchurer2

CCTV images released after 
attempted burglary
Thames Valley Police are releasing CCTV images 

of people who may have crucial information 
relating to an attempted burglary in Little Chalfont.

At around 10.55pm on Saturday, June 16, a 
property in Loudhams Wood Lane, Little Chalfont, 
was subjected to an attempted break-in.

The suspects did not get in and left the property 
approximately five minutes later.

Nothing was stolen during the incident.
Investigating officer PC Penny Jeffreys of the 

Investigation Hub, based at Amersham police 
station, said: “I am hopeful that someone will 
recognise the men pictured in these images.

“If you do, or indeed if you are any of these 
men, please contact us on 101, quoting reference 
number 43180182903.

“Alternatively, you can visit www.thamesvalley.
police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/cor/tell-us-about-
existing-case-report and provide all the details 
there, or contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111.” 
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Photo credit: Thames Valley Police

PROFESSIONAL DOUBLE 
GLAZING REPAIRS
CALL US ON 0808 155 2428
PART OF THE SWAN WINDOWS & SON GROUP
INFO@SWANWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK  WWW.SWANWINDOWSLTD.CO.UK

BEESONS YARD | BURY LANE | RICKMANSWORTH | HERTS | WD3 

1DS MON - FRI 9AM TO 4:30PM – SAT 10AM TO 12PM 

LET THE SUNSHINE
BACK INTO YOUR HOME
DO YOUR DOUBLE GLAZED WINDOWS HAVE...

 MISTY/CONDENSATED
 GLASS UNITS? 

 BROKEN LOCKS, BARRELS &
 KEYS, HANDLES OR HINGES?

LET US TRY TO REPAIR,
BEFORE YOU NEED TO RENEW!
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Speeding problems in the village 
Although most of Little Chalfont’s roads having a 
30mph speed limit, sadly many motorists continue 
to ignore this with speeding being an ever-present 
hazard.  

The parish council has use of two MVAS machines 
(movable vehicle activation signs). These light up 
when vehicles approach at over 30mph, to warn 
drivers to slow down. 

An MVAS was sited on the Amersham Road in both 

directions during March 2018. Over 40,000 
vehicles were logged leaving the village on 
the Amersham Road, of which 57 per cent 
broke the speed limit, with two per cent of 
those travelling at over 55mph. 

Coming into the village, slightly less than 
40,000 vehicles were logged during April 
2018, with 53 per cent of those exceeding 
the speed limit.  

Bell Lane is another trouble spot. In March 2018, 
just over 9,000 vehicles were logged travelling 
towards the White Lion Road, with 55 per cent of 
them exceeding the speed limit. In May, 8,800 
vehicles were logged going in the other direction, 
with 54 per cent of them exceeding the speed limit.  

It is disappointing to note that, according to Thames 
Valley Police, the majority of those exceeding the 
speed limit are actually local residents. 
 
Our new community centre 
The revised planning application for our proposed 
community centre has now been submitted. The 
decision will be made by Chiltern District Council’s 
planning committee, possibly at its September 
meeting.

Little Chalfont 
Parish Council

The rich collection of Buckinghamshire’s archival 
history has won national accreditation for its 

management and service to the county’s residents.
It is one of 17 archives services across the country to 

receive the Accredited Archives Services award.
The team running Buckinghamshire County 

Council’s archives have been praised for doing a good 
job acquiring and preserving the county’s heritage and 
making it accessible.

They manage around 750 cubic metres of records 
and artefacts - equivalent to nearly 12 double decker 
bus loads - the earliest of which is a grant of land to 
the monks of Biddlesden Abbey.  

The accreditation acknowledges the archives 
service’s expert staff, who are clear about their 
mission, plan effectively, make sound decisions and 
use resources well.

Laura Cotton, who heads the team of staff and 
volunteers, said: “This is a wonderful acknowledgement 
of the high quality of the work we do to preserve the 
unique and irreplaceable collections in our care, of 
our efforts to make them available to the people of 
Buckinghamshire and beyond, and of our plans to 
ensure they remain safe for generations to come.”

Noel Brown, cabinet member for community 
engagement and public health, said: “We recognise 
the importance of preserving the county’s heritage 
records and I want to congratulate our great team, 
who are well known for their expertise, knowledge and 
for providing a superb service to those who use our 
archives.”

The award was granted by the UK Archive Service 
Accreditation Committee, which represents the 
nation’s archives sector.

Council determined to improve children’s services

September 2018 Screenings 
7th - Filmstars Don’t Die 

in Liverpool  UK 2017 

22nd - A Fantastic Woman CHILE  2017 

beaconsfieldfilmsociety.com

at the National Film & Television School
Doors open 7:15pm. Film starts 8pm. 

Go online to view the full programme,  
how to become a member, and details of  

 “try before you buy” option.
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Most people don’t get rich, they make a living by 
working hard, saving for a future that may never 

happen and paying their taxes in order to sustain a 
society in which countless others are enabled to do 
the same thing. And so it goes, round and round; 
generally (until now) getting a little easier for each 
generation. 

But how about getting off that merry-go-round 
by making an investment that’s going to pay off big 
time, transporting you into the life you really should 
be living? Perhaps moving to a neighbourhood where 
George Clooney knocks on your door asking you 
round for cocktails? People have tried it before; 500 
years ago the big thing was tulips (at its height, a rare 
tulip had the same value as a house). Next, the South 
Sea Bubble, when shares in the South Sea Company 
rocketed and crashed. Later, stocks in canals and 
railways went sky high; and recently the Dot-Com 
frenzy. Buy into one of these at the wrong time (and 
it’s always the wrong time for the gullible investor) and 
dreams turn to ashes. 

But wait. There’s another new investment opportunity 
that surely cannot fail – investing in money itself, a new 
kind of money called cryptocurrency. This money does 
not actually exist but encryption techniques regulate 
the generation of the currency and the verification 

of transfer of funds. Cryptocurrencies operate 
independently of central banks and therefore are 
beyond restriction, taxation and confiscation. Millions 
of people are buying these currencies, changing 
pounds and dollars into the new magic money. The 
supply is fixed, so as long as more people wish to buy 
the currency than sell it, up it goes in value; maybe 
forever? What could possibly go wrong? The most 
well-known cryptocurrency is Bitcoin. In 2010, 300 
Bitcoin cost one dollar; last year the price had soared 
to nearly $20,000 for one Bitcoin; it’s now at about 
£8,000. But still a good deal? Not if you bought at 
the top. So how about buying into a completely new 
issue of a different cryptocurrency, at rock bottom? 
Well, there are 1,600 to choose from; many have gone 
bust and others are fraudulent. 

My take is cryptocurrencies, like canals and railways, 
are here to stay but will develop into something 
different as a means of exchange from what they are 
today, perhaps as an alternative to gold during times 
of hyper-inflation. At present they are simply a security 
speculation scheme masquerading as a technological 
breakthrough in monetary policy. If you do not 
understand how cryptocurrencies work, do not buy 
them. If think you understand how cryptocurrencies 
work, do not buy them.

Be lazy, get rich

stock im
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He’s had his ups and downs over the years, but after a stirring performance at the World Cup 
opening ceremony and another typically charismatic display at the seventh Soccer Aid event – 
not to mention rumours of him landing one of the hottest jobs on British television – it looks like 

Robbie Williams is back for good. 

When it was announced that Robbie Williams would be taking centre pitch at the 2018 World Cup 
opening ceremony in Moscow, there were few raised eyebrows. For while the ex-Take That star is 
unanimously adored in the UK, it’s fair to say that cheeky chappy’s antics might not be so well-received 
abroad – particularly when factoring in his 2016 Party Like a Russian single was said to offend many a 
Russian native who called it “crude stereotyping”. 

And yet, the charming 44-year-old rocked the stadium like it was 1998, belting out hits Let Me 
Entertain You and Feel before wowing a global audience of over a billion as he crooned hit song Angels 
with Russian operatic singer Aida Garifullina. And when Williams (rather unceremoniously) flipped his 
middle finger to millions of viewers during his encore of Rock DJ, it was swiftly written off as another of 
his naughty schoolboy pranks, with the general consensus being that it’s great to have Robbie back. 

Not that the Stoke-on-Trent lad has been out in the pop wilderness per se, more that he hasn’t been 
quite so ubiquitous as he was at the height of his fame when Robbie mania seemed to grip the nation. 
And quite rightly too, for he was undoubtedly the star that defined a generation, selling millions of 
records, winning a total of 18 Brit Awards and even landing a spot in the Guinness Book of Records 

when, on announcing his World Tour for 2006, 1.6 million tickets were sold in one day. 
Soon however, the cracks began to show, as the pressure of being so idolised drove 

him to alcoholism, substance abuse and bouts of depression. And when he 
moved to Los Angeles just over a decade ago for a fresh start, it looked like 

it might be the last we saw of our tormented troubadour. But in America, 
Williams would find not just mental rejuvenation, but also love, with 
US actress Ayda Field. The couple married in 2010 and share two 
children, Theodora Rose, five, and Charlton Valentine, three. 

In Ayda, Williams appears to have found the perfect match. She 
seems to share his oddball sense of humour, while also offering 
enough stability and love to keep his demons at bay. In fact, the 
pair make such a terrific team that they will be joining The X Factor 
panel as judges when it returns to our screens later this year. 

What we can expect from this new era of the larger-than-life 
superstar remains to be seen, but love him or loathe him, the British 
celeb circuit is a lot less entertaining without Robbie Williams. 

ROBBIE ’
is Back on the ball 
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These days, a large garden with an abundance 
of trees, plants, a vegetable plot and perhaps 
even a small area for herbs is a luxury few 

of us have. Our outside spaces have become 
gradually smaller, with little room to cultivate, and 
if you’ve not put roots down metaphorically, it’s 
unlikely you’ll want to invest in physical ones either. 
Consider then, pots: versatile, inexpensive and 
able to add colour and charm to even the most 
barren of landscapes.

When choosing which type of containers you 
would like, first consider your space. If you just 
have a window box or modest balcony, smaller 
plastic or tin planters work best. Plastic pots may 
be cheap, but they can be painted assorted colours 
and hung from walls, stacked along sills or placed 
on benches. If you have an entirely concrete 
space, choose larger vases made of clay, 
either plain or painted. These will bring 

life to the dank corners and transform a brutalist 
set of stairs into a picturesque path. 

It can be tempting to assemble an assortment of 
different pots and containers, but this can start to 
look messy, so it’s wise to choose a theme. Even a 
garden which already has an assortment of things 
growing can be enhanced and pulled together with 
some strategically-placed vessels.

Similarly, you don’t want to throw any old seeds 
in and hope for the best. Consider which colours 
work best together and try to pick flowers of equal 
heights. Poppies and dahlias complement one 
another magnificently, as do tulips and peonies. 

If you want an instant English country garden, 
you could simply buy pre-planted pots. This may 
be a more expensive option, but the joy of pots is 

that if you move to a new house, you can take 
your portable paradise with you. 

 A solution for brightening up small gardens and yards with big and beautiful potted flowers

O F 
T H ET p P ts

Your Garden Project is transforming gardens 
in Chorleywood and The Chalfonts offering 
free consultation, design, landscaping & planting. 

Contact Steve or Carolyn on 07774 166443 
steve@yourgardenproject.com
www.yourgardenproject.com

Your Garden Project Ltd

Is your sloping garden too much of  a challenge?

BEFORE

AFTER

Your Garden Project is transforming gardens 
in Chorleywood and The Chalfonts offering 
free consultation, design, landscaping & planting. 

Contact Steve or Carolyn on 07774 166443 
steve@yourgardenproject.com
www.yourgardenproject.com

Your Garden Project Ltd

Is your sloping garden too much of  a challenge?

AFTER

BEFORE
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Vitor Miranda
Call me on 07841 045373 
         or email vitorbc1980@gmail.com

Private and Commercial

SERVICES OFFERED ARE: LAWN MOWING & CARE
TRIMMING & PRUNING  GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE
WEEDING  FENCING  GARDEN DESIGN  LANDSCAPING

TREE SURGERY  PLANT PROPAGATION  PATIO CLEANING

Gardening & LandscapingGardening & Landscaping

Gardening Services

✿ Lawn Mowing/Edging 
✿ Hedge Trimming ✿ Planting 
✿ Weeding ✿ Leaf Clearance 

✿ Patio Cleaning

Call 07591 198 454

“make your garden ring with beauty”

Steve
Chimes

	
  	
  

CALL NOW 0800 0742 721	
  sbiproductsltd.co.uk	
  

A RANGE OF CANOPIES DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY 
TO ADD STYLE AND PRACTICALITY TO YOUR HOME.   
Durable and attractive aluminium structures are available with 
a range of glazing or fabric covers, allowing you to choose the 

perfect structure for your setting and budget. 
SBI Ltd est. 1998 – Over 1000 customers – BBSA registered 

Tel: 01494 681861

Local Same Day Delivery 
6 Days a Week, Please Order by 3pm

Flowers for Weddings    Funerals    Birthdays    New Baby

 Accessories    Gifts & Homeware    Candles & Room Fragrances

38 London End, Beaconsfield, 
Buckinghmshire, HP9 2JH

Opening Hours
Monday to Wednesday 8:30 am – 5:30 pm
Thursday to Saturday 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sunday    10:00 am – 4:00 pm

www.forevergreenflowers.co.uk

Forever Green Flowers
Florists in natural seasonal blooms  
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In a world of experimentation, cross-breeding of fruits and 
vegetables was inevitable and thankfully it has resulted in some 

weird and wonderful creations that will brighten up your meal 
times.

Blood Limes
If you like blood oranges, then blood limes are definitely for you. 
A hybrid of an Ellendale mandarin and a red finger lime, they are 
less bitter and more sweet than their standard counterparts. Best 
for making marmalades, preserves or sauces, blood limes also 
work well as a vivid garnish on an otherwise run of the mill salad. 

Plumcots
Plumcots are the innovative creation of nursery owner Luther 
Burbank and combine the sweet apricot with the tart plum to 
create a perfectly balanced fruit. Originally 75 per cent plum and 
25 per cent apricot, this fabulous hybrid was first produced over 
a century ago but proved too difficult to grow at the time. Today 
we enjoy a more advanced hybrid known as the pluot.

Cucamelons
Possibly our favourite hybrid; the cucamelon is similar in 
appearance to a tiny watermelon but tastes like a cucumber 
with a hint of sourness. Also known as the Mexican sour gherkin 
cucumber, we recommend pickling this fruit with dill and mint 
leaves or simply adding it to a salad cut in half as you would a 
tomato. 

Kalettes
Brussels sprouts – you either love them or you hate them. That 
is why British agricultural experts have spent the last 15 years 
working on a tastier sprout by cross-breeding it with the ever-
popular kale. Both these sprouting vegetables are part of 
the Brassica family, which makes them ideal for producing 
a hybrid. The end result is a nuttier, sweeter version of 
the sprout that also looks more appealing to eat. 

Fruit Cocktails

To book or for further information: 01494 762 498 
enquires@LaRucola.co.uk   www.larucola.co.uk

1 Chalfont House, Station Road, Little Chalfont Buckinghamshire HP7 9PS

Fine Italian Cuisine
rucola
All our food is with the freshest ingredients and 
excellent quality produce. Try our freshly homemade 
pasta, ravioli, liguine and tortelloni served to your 
taste in a variety of styles including spaghetti lobster, 
a favourite with our regulars

Our menu offers a large range of Italian dishes from 
traditional to modern and occasional hints of fusion 
cuisine. The fresh fish of the day is purchased from 
local markets and changes daily depending on season.

Experience our expertise 

and passion
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YOUR TROUBLES 
Teas to Treat
Herbal teas have been used for centuries to cure a whole host of 

ailments and health complaints; but only recently has the British 
public began to really embrace the tea market and suddenly tea is the 

trendy beverage du jour.

GREEN TEA: HELPS ACNE SUFFERERS 
This powerful herbal tea is loaded with antioxidants and flavonoids 
which help fight off free radicals that can damage the healthy cells in 
your body. Its anti-inflammatory properties help battle against spots 
as well as protecting against heart disease.

TURMERIC TEA: RELIEVES JOINT PAIN 
Currently hailed as a wonder spice, turmeric tea (also known as ‘golden 
milk’) offers a wide range of physical health benefits including easing pain 
of the joints, lowering cholesterol, boosting immune function and preventing 
Alzheimer’s disease.

GINGER TEA: EASES NAUSEA 
Most popular with pregnant women experiencing morning sickness, ginger 
tea contains lots of disease-fighting antioxidants as well as being used as a 
cure for nausea. It can also be used to prevent stomach ulcers and relieve 

constipation. 

ECHINACEA TEA: HELPS TO FIGHT OFF FLU
Summer colds can be just as troublesome as 

their winter counterparts and nobody wants to 
be tucked in bed sneezing when it’s sunny 
outside. A cup of echinacea tea each day 
can help reduce your chances of developing 
a cold and shorten the duration of it if you are 
already inflicted. 

The strong, floral taste may take some getting 
used to though.

CHAMOMILE TEA: CALMS MIND AND BODY 
Most commonly known for its calming effects, 

chamomile tea contains flavonoids that actively bind 
to the benzodiazepine receptors in your brain resulting 

in a mild tranquiliser effect. Ideal for insomniacs and 
those who find it hard to switch off. 

This herb is also known to ease menstrual cramps, target 
inflammation and reduce the symptoms of migraines. 
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Thames Valley Fertility, 
experts in extra 
special deliveries
We are part of 
the largest provider 
of IVF in 
the UK, 
where a 
new baby 
arrives every 
four hours*

Maidenhead A404 
Junction 9A

01628 882400 
www.thamesvalleyfertility.co.uk
*Part of The Fertility Partnership.  HFEA data between 01/01/2010 and 30/06/2013, 

8099 born in 1276 days.

Take your first steps  
towards your 
special delivery 

Call or visit our website to find out about our 
open evenings or to make an appointment

Be	Confident	In	Your	Own	Skin!
TRUST IN AESTHETICS

iMed Beaconsfield Old Town

LASER	HAIR									CELLULITE
REMOVAL REDUCTION

BODY	SHAPING LUXURY	ANTI-
&	CONTOURING									AGEING	FACIALS

Call	us	now	to	book	your	FREE consultation	and	receive	50% OFF your	treatment!

01494	257475
iMed	Aesthetics	. iMed	House	.	51	London	End	.	Beaconsfield	.	Buckinghamshire	.	HP9	2HW
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Some are calling for its legalisation in the UK, but just how effective is medical marijuana? And 
do the pros really outweigh the cons?

When Home Secretary Sajid Javid intervened to allow the cannabis oil treatment of a 
severely epileptic 12-year-old whose medication had been confiscated by Customs officers back 
in June, it put the argument of whether medical marijuana ought to be legalised back on the table. 

Certainly Charlotte Caldwell, the mother of the boy in question, thinks it should be, and her voice is 
backed by sufferers (or their friends) of conditions that marijuana is known to treat - from helping to 
control epileptic seizures, slowing Alzheimer’s, easing the pain of multiple sclerosis and 
possibly even preventing cancer cells from spreading. Even former Health Secretary 

Jeremy Hunt has called for cannabis oil to 
be made freely available on the NHS, but the topic 
remains contentious, with concerns that legalisation 
may just usher in a whole new health crisis as 

patients become addicted to the 
substance. 

So what are the pros? Cannabis 
is currently classified as a Class B 

drug in the UK and carries a prison 
sentence of up to five years for 

possession. Advocates for legalisation 
argue that making it legally available 

would not only benefit the war on drugs, 
but it would also create a 
billion-pound industry that 

is fully taxable. Also, with 
concerns that street weed 

is dangerous in being laced with 
other substances such as PCP (which 

can cause psychosis, extreme anxiety and 
seizures), it would surely be advantageous to know 

that a safer option was available. 
Having said that, there is also the risk that people 

who have never before tried the drug could become 
hooked, while also sending out a message that 

substance experimentation is suddenly okay.
The big question is, will legalisation create a nation of healthy 

go-getters or an army of stoners?
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Pond House is a well established private Dental Practice in the
village of Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire. We have been
providing dental care for many, many years through our patient-
centred dental team.

At Pond House we believe in treating our patients with a minimally
invasive approach and by focusing on prevention, thus reducing the
need for dental treatment. That means giving each patient an
honest assessment, advice and where necessary, high quality
treatment.

We offer a range of appointments including late opening for your
convenience. Our team will endeavour to find an appointment
convenient for you.  We also have some availability for children to
be seen at our practice under the NHS.

To register, call us on 01494 875254 and speak to a member of
our team today.
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SCHOOL Checklist

to

You know your child will be returning to school 
in September. It’s the same every year. But 
somehow, it’s suddenly the week before term 

starts and you are nowhere near ready.
Make this year stress-free with our handy Back to 

School checklist.

Uniform:

   3-4 x polo shirts/blouses    5 x socks
   2 x jumpers/cardigans    1 x school shoes
   2 x trousers/shorts/skirts    1 x welly boots
   1 x waterproof jacket    Hat/scarf/gloves
   Blazer and tie for secondary school

PE Kit:

   1 x gym bag     2 x T-shirts
   1 x gym shoes/plimsolls     1 x pair of shorts
   Several pairs of socks
   Swimming kit if your child has school swimming 

lessons

Secondary school children may need the below 
additional items:

   Trainers/football boots    Shin pads
   Items for specific sports such as a leotard, rugby 

top etc

St:at:ionery

Whilst your child is still at nursery, infant and primary 

school most of the below will be supplied for them 
by their school, however your child will still have 
homework assignments to complete so the below 
will still be needed for home use: 

   Set of pencils     Handwriting pen
   Eraser      Sharpener 
   Ruler      Pencil case
   Colouring pencils

Once your child/children have started secondary 
school their st:at:ionery requirement:s will 
increase slightly; the below items will be needed for 
their new learning environment: 

   Calculator      30cm ruler 
   Geometry set     USB sticks 
   Fountain pen     Ring binders
   Correction fluid if permitted by the school 

Ot:her Miscellaneous Essent:ials

   Lunch box     School bag
   Snack box     Book bag
   Drink bottle

And above all else DO NOT forget to label everything 
clearly; make no mistake your child will leave their 
belongings behind on more than one occasion. 
For this you will need:

   Name labels 
   Fabric pen or Sharpie 

Excellence, integrity and distinction since 1561 For boys 3 - 18

www.mtsn.org.uk

Tel. +44 (0)1923 845514 
Email. admissions@mtsn.org.uk

Merchant Taylors’ School, Sandy Lodge, 
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 2HT

Scholarships and bursaries available
Open Morning 22nd September 10.00-12.30

Coaches: Beaconsfi eld, Gerrards Cross, 
Chalfont St Peter & Denham

Moor Park
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C H A L F O N T  S T  G I L E S
V I L L A G E  M A R K E T

The Village Green, Chalfont St Giles

C H A L F O N T  S T  G I L E S
V I L L A G E  M A R K E T

The Village Green, Chalfont St Giles

C H A L F O N T  S T  G I L E S
V I L L A G E  M A R K E T

The Village Green, Chalfont St Giles

B R A I T H W A I T E S  C H A U F F E U R S

C O R P O R A T E 
A C C O U N T S

Contact us today for details by calling 0333 121 7777
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Only got time for a flying visit? No problem. Savour all the delights of the Danish capital in just 48 hours…

COPENHAGEN 
48 hours in

T
R

A
V

E
L

V

Photo credit: irisphoto1, trabantos / Shutterstock.com

FRIDAY 4pm -  Shop ‘til you drop 
Get stuck in to some Danish design on Strøget, 
one of Europe’s longest pedestrian shopping 
streets. Illums Bolighus is a delectable design 
emporium, and Royal Copenhagen is the flagship 
of the Danish brand which has been making 
porcelain since 1775. Lego, Hay House and 
Georg Jensen also have flagships here. 

7pm - Dine like a king 
Noma on the Christianshavn flank of Inderhavnen, 
at Strandgade 93, has regularly been voted 
the world’s best restaurant so make sure you 
reserve. Adhering to the New Nordic philosophy 
of seasonal eating, some of the produce is even 
grown in the back garden. 

SATURDAY 10am - Museum hopping 
For those who love the classics, head to the 
National Gallery or discover the history behind the 
world famous brewery Carlsberg at Visit Carlsberg. 
Or for something more cutting edge, head to the 
city’s historical meatpacking district, Kodbyen, 
which has the industrial V1 Gallery. 

1pm - Street feast 
For lunch try Papirøen (Paper Island) for the city’s 
first and only genuine street food market.

3pm - Go for a ride
Spend an afternoon in Tivoli Gardens, the park 
that inspired Walt Disney, and one of the oldest 
amusement parks in the world. At night, thousands 
of coloured lights create a fairy-tale atmosphere 
that is completely unique. Have your dinner in one 
of the many restaurants in Tivoli.

10pm - Get crafty
Carlsberg may still be the biggest factory in town, 
but microbreweries are the future. Olsnedkeren 
is a charming spot in the working-class 
neighbourhood of Norrebro; or for a swanky pint 
head to Mikkeller & Friends, which has 40 taps of 
revolving craft ales. 

SUNDAY 10am - Soak up the culture
Yes, you may be hungover, but let Hans Christian 
Andersen guide you through the old city centre, 
or jump on the classic live-guided canal tours 
through the waterways of Copenhagen to really 
blow away the cobwebs.

12 noon – Eat like a Dane 
Finish up with a traditional lunch at Nyhavn, 
the city’s iconic heritage harbour with quaint 
townhouses and old schooners. Think open-faced 
sandwiches, cured fish and a local beer. Skål. 

Visit our website to learn more: 

www.candgxcameraclub.org.uk

or talk to Dave Durrant on 07791 691896

2018-2019 Season starts:

 Thursday 6th September 

8pm-10pm at the Memorial Centre 

Want to learn more? 

Come and join us!
Chalfonts & Gerrards Cross Camera Club
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et’s have a conversation about death. 
After all, there’s nothing to be afraid of – the 

chances are you won’t even know anything 
about it, and depending on what you believe, you 
may well be back on planet Earth as someone else, 
or perhaps a soaring eagle or a stoat or something.

While we shouldn’t fear ‘the end’, what should 
terrify each and every one of us is leaving our loved 
ones dealing with a financial hole or dispute as well 
as the woes of bereavement. Here are three things 
every adult should put in place for the sake of those 
close to them:

GET LIFE INSURANCE… If you’re contributing 
in any way to the upkeep of others (in rent, in paying 
a mortgage, in childcare or simply providing food), 
it’s essential you take out life insurance so that 
supply line continues long after you’ve gone. From 
as little as £5 per month, there is no reason not to.

As will any insurance policy, however, it is your 
responsibility to make sure you keep details updated, 
so inform your provider informed of any changes in 
health and lifestyle (positive and negative).

MAKE A WILL… While it’s nice to think family 
will behave amicably when you’ve departed, this 
isn’t always the case, and making a will offers clear, 
honest and specific instructions as to how your 
estate is divided. It can also help with minimising 
inheritance tax.

BE ORGANISED… The more information you 
leave for those around you, the less they will have 
to deal with at an already difficult time. A simple 
protected folder of key life documents (bank 
account and mortgage information, house deeds, 
birth certificates, passport, other policies, funeral 
ideas) will save them time, money and help keep 
emotions in check.

While it may be curtains for you, make sure it isn’t for those you leave behind.

DO US PART

CHORLEYWOOD

Join us as a 
Resident For The Day 
on Thursday 26th July 

11.00am - 4.00pm.

Please call 01923 381120 
to book your place.

Sunrise is dedicated to championing the delivery 
of high quality, personalised care. 

Our expert team is devoted to ensuring that 
individual care needs are catered for. From 
assisted living and nursing, to dementia care and 
independent living – we have everything covered. 

The bespoke care programmes and state-of-the-
art facilities allow residents to continue to lead 
fulfilling, independent lives, all in the comfort 
and security of a supportive and compassionate 
environment. A home that feels just like their own.

Quality Care. 
Quality Life.

Sunrise of Chorleywood 
High View, Chorleywood, 

Rickmansworth, 
Hertfordshire WD3 5TQ

SunriseChorleywood.co.uk
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ACROSS
1. Writing fluids (4)
3. Approximate (8)
9. Capital of Georgia (US state) (7)
10. Factual evidence (5)
11. Sends through the mail (5)
12. At a greater distance (7)
13. Repulsive (6)
15. Husky (6)
17. Redecorate (7)
18. Loft (5)
20. With a forward motion (5)
21. Eg anger or love (7)
22. Commonplace (8)
23. ____ verca: cosmetics 
ingredient (4)

Down
1. Not proper (13)
2. Ovens (5)
4. Large sticks (6)
5. Imitator (12)
6. One more (7)
7. Fizz (13)  14. Get better (7)  19. Rotate (5) 
8. Modestly (12)  16. Greek goddess (6) 

did you know
u Tennis was originally played with bare 
hands. Players would hit a small ball over 
the net with their hand. 

uNetball was included in the 
Commonwealth Games programme for 
the first time in 1998. England won the 
bronze medal.

uThe Ryder Cup was played for the 
first time in 1921 between the men’s 
professionals of Great Britain and the 
USA. It was won by Great Britain.

uBowling was first played with nine 
pins in the USA but it was outlawed due 
to being associated with drinking and 
gambling. Somebody added a 10th pin 
to keep the sport going. 

uThe first basketball game took place in 
1892 where the court was half the size of 
today’s NBA court. 

sudoku

4 5 2
9 1 8 6
3

9 4 8 3
9

6 3 2 5
1

7 6 8 5
5 8 4

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

Across
1 - Writing fluids (4)

3 - Approximate (8)

9 - Capital of Georgia (US state) (7)

10 - Factual evidence (5)

11 - Sends through the mail (5)

12 - At a greater distance (7)

13 - Repulsive (6)

15 - Husky (6)

17 - Redecorate (7)

18 - Loft (5)

20 - With a forward motion (5)

21 - Eg anger or love (7)

22 - Commonplace (8)

23 - ___ vera: cosmetics ingredient (4)

Down
1 - Not proper (13)

2 - Ovens (5)

4 - Large sticks (6)

5 - Imitator (12)

6 - One more (7)

7 - Fizz (13)

8 - Modestly (12)

14 - Get better (7)

16 - Greek goddess (6)

19 - Rotate (5)
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Don’t worry – it’s not just you. 
Many of us were thinking the 
same thing when watching 

the World Cup final, just as we were 
for the 1998 tournament, and during 
the Euros in the year 2000 for that 
matter too… namely: “France – are they 

really any better than us?”
In the immediate short-term, the 

answer, of course, is a resounding 
‘yes’, despite the huge advancements 

made by Gareth Southgate’s troops. 
France coasted through a World Cup 
during which – barring a funny five minutes 
against Argentina – they never appeared 
in any real danger. Over the duration of 
the tournament, they came from behind, 
they dominated midfields, they kept 

clean sheets and they bombarded teams with 
the sort of relentless goalscoring prowess that 
the likes of Platini, Trezeguet, Ginola and Cantona 
would have endorsed.

By the time the French arrived at the World Cup 
final on July 15, many felt they already had one 
hand on the trophy. Croatia were a spent force 
having already endured three ventures into extra-
time en route to Moscow, and Didier Deschamps’ 
goalscorers provided a fitting reflection of how 
France’s dominance has been acquired. There 
was Kylian Mbappé, the ruthless goalscorer, 
Antoine Griezmann, the nippy playmaker, and 
Paul Pogba, the big-money midfield muscle. With 
a Mario Mandžukić own goal setting Les Bleus 
on their way, the probable soon became the 
inevitable, and not even a Hugo Lloris howler to 
reduce the arrears to 4-2 (adding to Ivan Perišić’s 
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opener for Croatia) could spoil the French party.
As fans danced and cavorted on the  Champs-

Élysées long into the night, they knew this was 
actually one of their country’s less complicated 
triumphs in a World Cup where Germany, Spain, 
Brazil and Argentina faltered badly. Even their 
dispiriting goalless draw against Denmark didn’t 
matter – they’d already qualified for the group 
stage having seen off Australia and Peru.

Once past Argentina in the second round, 
Uruguay’s stubbornness proved no match in the 
quarter-final; and when Belgium were defeated by 
a solitary Samuel Umtiti goal, we all knew how the 
ending would come about.

Amid a World Cup of VAR (including a penalty 
award in the final itself which, while not the most 
controversial of the tournament, was defining 
in restoring France’s lead), ludicrous Neymar 

antics, a favourable side of the draw and a love 
affair with Russia that no one expected, few can 
say the eventual winners were undeserving after 
negotiating a path that was by no means simple… 
even if they made it look that way.

So while the credit goes to the French, the 
optimism sits with England. After all, compare 
the sets of players and there are real similarities – 
for our glorious Golden Boot winner Harry Kane, 
look at (an inferior) Olivier Giroud; for Raheem 
Sterling consider the aforementioned Griezmann; 
for Raphael Varane compare Harry Maguire. On 
the whole, we compare with the World Champs – 
they’re just a bit, well, better… for now.

So while the French have matched expectations, 
we’ve bettered them – and that all bodes well for 
our prospects at the Euros in two years’ time. 
Allez les Lions.

LES CHAMPIONS DU MONDE!
P
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WA S P    
P R O B L E M ? 
your local professional 
pest control company

Wasps • Rats • Mice 
Squirrels • Foxes Insects 
& all UK pests

UNIVERSAL PEST CONTROL

t:   01923 223011
e:  info@multipest.co.uk
w: www.multipest.co.uk
01753 720 380

MU LT I P E S T

info@multipest.co.uk
www.multipest.co.uk

01753 720 380
MU LT I P E S T

info@multipest.co.uk
www.multipest.co.uk

01753 720 380
MU LT I P E S T

info@multipest.co.uk
www.multipest.co.uk

Online bookings: 
www.chalfonttaxis.co.uk
info@chalfonttaxis.co.uk

Download our FREE App Now
Available on Apple & Android

Call us to place a booking 
or for a quote

• Airports • Businesses • Stations 
• Hospitals • Schools • Restaurants

• 6 Seater and Estate Cars 
• Courier Service

• Executive Chauffeuring Service
All our drivers are registered and licensed 

with Chiltern District Council

01494 875522

Workaid is a charity, based in Chesham, Bucks. 
We tackle poverty by supplying disadvantaged people with 
the tools they need to gain practical skills and become self 

supporting. 

Tools and equipment are donated from all over the UK. 

Tools are then refurbished by a team of over 275 dedicated 
volunteers in the Workaid workshop. The tools are then 
sent to vocational training projects in the UK and Africa, 
where they help vulnerable and disadvantaged people 

learn trade skills and start their own businesses, and help 
communities build a brighter future together. 

Our volunteers enjoy a great working atmosphere where 
you can learn new skills, make friends, and enjoy a tea/

coffee, biscuits and cake! 

Come and join our team! 

To find out more about what we do, and to get involved, contact:  
workaid.org 

facebook.com/Workaid Twitter.com/Work_aid admin@workaid.org 01494 775220 

Independent family funeral director 
with over 25 years personal experience 

J Brown Funeral Services 
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA 

01494 727474 (24 hours) 

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474 
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

Recommended by  
The Good Funeral Guide 

Bespoke and traditional services 

Private chapels of rest 

Pre-paid funeral plans 

Home visits 

ComplimentaryLuxury Conditioner on first visit

The Art of Grooming

City & Guilds Qualified

Call now to book on 
07969 593570 

  Bath, Nails Clipped & Cologne  
from £15

 Puppy Grooms from £20
 Full Grooms from £30
  Wedding & Party Grooms –  
Call for Information
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PUT YOUR BUSINESS IN THE V I S I O N  LISTINGS...CALL 01494 706101 TODAY

ACCOUNTANT & BOOK KEEPER 

SKINNER & CO
FIXED PRICE, Annual Accounts, Tax & VAT Returns, FREE 
Telephone Support, initial meeting. 01923 777338 | help@
skinnerandcompany.co.uk | www.skinnerandcompany.co.uk 

BATHROOMS 

ALAN OBORNE*
Supply and install of ensuite and bathroom installations.  
Tiling, lighting, plastering. Stuart Turner Pumps approved 
installer. Free quotations. 01923 776067 or 07831 547319

BUILDER

RICKMANSWORTH CONSTRUCTION*
Extensions, conversions, plastering, roofing, kitchens, 
bathrooms. Sovereign Chemical Approved. 01923 770556

G HALL BUILDERS
Brickwork, Plastering, Carpentry, Plumbing, Electrics, 
Roofing, Groundwork, Patios, Painting & Decorating. FREE 
estimates. Call: 01923 265522 or 07932 041091

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 

A BRIGHTER HOME
Amazing deep cleaning for Carpets, Upholstery, Tiled Floors, 
and Ovens. The area’s only approved ‘Which?’ contractor. 
10% OFF or FREE STAINGUARD. Call us on 01494 957602

CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN SERVICES 

BRAITHWAITES CHAUFFEURS 
Chauffeur services including airport transfers, executive travel, 
corporate accounts luxury chauffeur-driven vehicles. 
01494 772222 | braithwaiteschauffeurs.com

COMPUTER SERVICES

COLLHEATH COMPUTERS
Computer and laptop repairs, software, hardware, 
maintenance, support and installations. IT Support. Just call 
us on 01923 663759 or visit www.chcs.co.uk

DOG GROOMING

THE ART OF GROOMING 
Friendly, professional dog grooming salon. Weekend 
appointments always available. C&G qualified. Puppy groom 
to full groom services. Call Lisa now on 07969 593570

DOUBLE GLAZING & CONSERVATORIES

RIGHTS WINDOWS*
Windows, doors, conservatories. Specialising in all aspects 
of Double Glazing installation and repair. 01923 246283

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 

WINDOW SERVICE AND REPAIRS
We do not sell double glazing, WE SERVICE IT. Replace the 
glass not the frame. All work guaranteed. 01923 628588 | 
07794 066546 | www.windowserviceandrepair.co.uk

DRAINAGE

ANTI BLOCK DRAINAGE
Drain jetting-CCTV surveys-drains unblocked fast - sinks, 
bath, guttering & down pipes cleared. NO CALL OUT FEE. 
Qualified engineers.  Call 01923 270227 or 0800 013 2575

DRAINAGE & CCTV SURVEYS 

DRAIN RELIEF
NO call out charge, NO clearance fee. CCTV Surveys 
Blockages cleared FAST. Fully insured. Based LOCALLY. Carl: 
01923 351634 or 07920 104712  E: carl@drainrelief.co.uk

ELECTRICIAN

SUTTON ELECTRICAL
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electrician - Part P 
certified. Fault finding, new distribution boards, re-wires. 
Call Brian on 01923 601032 | www.suttonelectrical.co.uk

WARD BRO ELECTRICAL LTD*
Domestic, Commercial and Industrial electricians. NICEIC, 
Trust Mark, ECA and Chas approved contractors. 01923 
723667 | enquiries@wbeltd.co.uk | www.wbeltd.co.uk

FLORISTS

FOREVER GREEN FLOWERS
Our style is loose old fashioned romance with our natural 
seasonal blooms, Same day Local Delivery. 
Call: 01494 681861 | www.forevergreenflowers.co.uk  

FUNERAL SERVICES 

JAMES PEDDLE LIMITED
24hr personal service. Home arrangements by appointment. 
Private chapel of rest. Golden charter pre-payment plans. 
01923 286102 | 01923 772013 | 01923 775013

GARDEN, DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS

RICKMANSWORTH CONSTRUCTION*
FREE ESTIMATES. Garden design for all your landscaping 
needs. Tel Ian: 01923 770556 or 07854 040052

GUTTER CLEARANCE 

CLEARWAY PRESSURE WASHING 
We transform external areas with our professional cleaning 
services. Blocked gutters? We’ll take care of it with our 
gutter vacuum cleaner. 01442 383299 | 07551 936936

THE V I S I O N  L ISTINGS

PUT YOUR BUSINESS IN THE V I S I O N  LISTINGS...CALL 01494 706101 TODAY

THE V I S I O N  L ISTINGS
HANDYMAN

CHRIS HANDYMAN
Genral DIY, Kitchens, Bedrooms, Bathrooms, Tiling, 
Plumbing, Carpentry, Painting & Decorating, Int/Ext. No job 
too big or small. Call Chris 07983 410593 | 01923 265770

INTERIOR DESIGN
JANET POTTEN
Curtains/blinds, Sheers - Roman Blinds, Designer fabric 
and wallpaper, Custom made and fitted. 01923 773035 | 
0778 676267 | www.janetpotteninteriors.co.uk

LOFT LADDERS

HOME COUNTIES LOFT LADDERS 
Need more storage space? Install a loft ladder and use your 
loft! Loft ladders, hatches, boarding, insulation, lights. Full 
guaranteed. 0808 301 9557 | homecountiesloftladders.co.uk

OVEN CLEANER 

CHALFONT OVEN CLEANING 
With over 20yrs of Oven cleaning experience, contact 
Steve on 01753 889922 or 07939 539058 or email www.
chalfontovencleaning.co.uk or we are on Facebook

A CLEANER OVEN
Part of abrighterhome.co.uk. Amazing deep clean for 
Ovens, Fridge/Freezers. Non caustic 100% Child/Pet Safe! 
10% OFF. Which? Approved. Call us on 01494 957602

PEST CONTROL

MULTIPEST
Local, Professional, Expert Service, all UK Pests. BPCA, 
NPTA, ISO9001, CEPA Certified, Checkatrade & Trustatrader 
Registered. Call 01923 223011 | www.multipest.co.uk 

ANTI CIMEX PEST CONTROL
BPCA member 30yrs experience in pest control. Rats, Mice, 
Wasps, Bed bugs, Ants, Moles etc. For all your pest control 
solutions. Call 01923 270227 or 0800 013 2575

PHONE & COMPUTER REPAIRS

TECH N VAPE 
Instant Repairs: MacBooks, Smartphones, Tablets & 
Gadgets. Call: 07712 661259 | email: info@technvape.co.uk 
FREE PARKING

PLUMBER

ECO ROD
Specialising in drainage, water softening, CCT Surverys, 
high pressure jetting and moling. Gas Safe Registered. 
01582 794762 | 07733 308999 | www.ecorod.co.uk

PRESSURE WASHING

CLEARWAY PRESSURE WASHING 
We transform external areas with our professional cleaning 
services. Driveways, Patios, Decking, Graffiti Removal. 
01442 383299 | www.clearwaypw.co.uk

REMOVALS

THE REMOVAL TAXI 
Removals and delivery services, man and van, house 
clearance services, furniture assembled, fully insured. Call 
07599 441861 | www.removalstaxi.co.uk

TAXIS

CHALFONT TAXIS
Local, Long Distance & Airport Runs. 4,6 & 8 Seaters 
Available. 24 Hours 7 Days a Week. 01494 875000 | info@
chalfonttaxis.co.uk | Book online www.chalfonttaxis.co.uk

VAPING 

TECH N VAPE 
Live Healthier - E-Cigs, Premium E-Liquids, CBD Products 
& Accessories. Call: 07712 661259 | email: info@technvape.
co.uk FREE PARKING

WINDOW CLEANING

IDEAL WINDOW CLEANING
Local reliable service. Get an Instant Quote and Book 
Online at idealwindowcleaning.com or call the Customer 
Service team on 01923 369127

DISCLAIMER:  VISION does not represent or endorse the accuracy or reliability of any of the advertisements, nor the quality of any products, 
information or other materials displayed, purchased or obtained by any customer as a result of an advertisement or any other information or offer 
in connection with the service or products. The opinions expressed in articles, reviews and stories are strictly those of the individual authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of  VISION. 
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 RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

 
Specialising in all aspects of WINDOWS  ׀ DOORS  ׀  
CONSERVATORIES  ׀ BI-FIOLDS ׀ COMPOSITE DOORS ׀  
ROOF LANTERNS  
- Insurance-backed warranty from the start 
- Conservatories including all building works 
- Replacement sealed units 
- Repairs to existing windows 
- Come visit our showroom and factory 
 

20 year  Warranty    included 

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com

 
- 

Conservatories including all building works inWca20 ylurrdaenedt yar  RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

Gutter Cleaning  Service              Available 

 
Full services to Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 

- UPVC Cladding in a choice of colours, with an optional woodgrain effect 

- Maintenance free in varying colours 

- Gutters in UPVC, Aluminium or Cast Iron with a Powder Coat Finish 

- Repairs and replacement service available  RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

Gutter Cleaning  Service              Available 

 
Full services to Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 

- UPVC Cladding in a choice of colours, with an optional woodgrain effect 

- Maintenance free in varying colours 

- Gutters in UPVC, Aluminium or Cast Iron with a Powder Coat Finish 

- Repairs and replacement service available 

Specialising in all aspects of 
WINDOWS | DOORS | BI-FOLDS | CONSERVATORIES 

COMPOSITE DOORS | ROOF LANTERNS
FULL SERVICES TO FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

 RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

 
Specialising in all aspects of WINDOWS  ׀ DOORS  ׀  
CONSERVATORIES  ׀ BI-FIOLDS ׀ COMPOSITE DOORS ׀  
ROOF LANTERNS  
- Insurance-backed warranty from the start 
- Conservatories including all building works 
- Replacement sealed units 
- Repairs to existing windows 
- Come visit our showroom and factory 
 

20 year  Warranty    included 

 RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

 
Specialising in all aspects of WINDOWS  ׀ DOORS  ׀  
CONSERVATORIES  ׀ BI-FIOLDS ׀ COMPOSITE DOORS ׀  
ROOF LANTERNS  
- Insurance-backed warranty from the start 
- Conservatories including all building works 
- Replacement sealed units 
- Repairs to existing windows 
- Come visit our showroom and factory 
 

20 year  Warranty    included  RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

 
Specialising in all aspects of WINDOWS  ׀ DOORS  ׀  
CONSERVATORIES  ׀ BI-FIOLDS ׀ COMPOSITE DOORS ׀  
ROOF LANTERNS  
- Insurance-backed warranty from the start 
- Conservatories including all building works 
- Replacement sealed units 
- Repairs to existing windows 
- Come visit our showroom and factory 
 

20 year  Warranty    included 

 RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

Gutter Cleaning  Service              Available 

 
Full services to Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 

- UPVC Cladding in a choice of colours, with an optional woodgrain effect 

- Maintenance free in varying colours 

- Gutters in UPVC, Aluminium or Cast Iron with a Powder Coat Finish 

- Repairs and replacement service available  RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

 
Specialising in all aspects of WINDOWS  ׀ DOORS  ׀  
CONSERVATORIES  ׀ BI-FIOLDS ׀ COMPOSITE DOORS ׀  
ROOF LANTERNS  
- Insurance-backed warranty from the start 
- Conservatories including all building works 
- Replacement sealed units 
- Repairs to existing windows 
- Come visit our showroom and factory 
 

20 year  Warranty    included  RIGHT’SRIGHT’SRIGHT’S   

Contact us via Tel: 01494 927999 or Online: www.rightunits.com 

Gutter Cleaning  Service              Available 

 
Full services to Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 

- UPVC Cladding in a choice of colours, with an optional woodgrain effect 

- Maintenance free in varying colours 

- Gutters in UPVC, Aluminium or Cast Iron with a Powder Coat Finish 

- Repairs and replacement service available 

Contact us on

01494 927999
www.rightunits.com

Units 19-20, Empire Centre, Imperial Way, 
Watford, Herts, WD24 4YH

EVEN
BIGGER 

SHOWROOM
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WARRANTY 
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