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Hello and welcome to this month’s edition of Vision Hornchurch.

It seems to me that people have come into the New Year with one of 

two mindsets. Either they’re fed up and worn down by all the challenges 

being thrown our way over recent months, or they’ve started 2023 with a 

determined mindset to make positive changes.

Many people sniff at New Year’s resolutions. While deciding to completely 

overhaul your l ife on January 1 probably isn’t going to work out, small 

changes can make the biggest difference. Getting into a productive routine 

means that you can feel l ike you’ve achieved something at the end of each 

day. Over time, this adds up to give you a rewarding sense of accomplishment.

There’s lots to look forward to this year, one of which is the chance to get away for a summer 

holiday. It helps, when things are difficult, to have something to look forward to and discuss with 

your travell ing companions all the fun things you can expect on your trip. And it doesn’t have to be abroad 

either - there are plenty of beautiful places to explore right here in the UK.

So whether it’s a holiday you’ve always wanted to take, a new hobby you’d l ike to take up, or just spending 

more quality time with friends and family, try to make the most of every opportunity this year.

     Brett Shohet

This is your town’s hyperlocal magazine, delivering to homes and businesses every month.
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NOW OPEN ON

EPPING HIGH STREET

essex@homehubgroup.co.uk

homehubgroup.co.uk

@HomeHubGroup

We supply and 

install windows 

and doors.

01992 276 046

◆ DOMESTIC & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

◆ ALL FLOORING SUPPLIED & FITTED  

Call or visit us – 01708 472331 
info@rm2flooringcentre.co.uk

◆ CARPET ◆ UNDERLAY

 ◆ VINYL ◆ LAMINATE WOOD

302 Brentwood Road, Hornchurch, 

Romford, Essex RM2 5TA
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T
o celebrate 50 years since The Wombles first 
appeared on our screens, we explore how 
Orinoco and his furry chums were well ahead of 

their time. 
The early 1970s was an era of rising food and fuel 

costs, political and social unrest, and dubious fashion 
choices. It also marked the moment when the very first 
episode of The Wombles aired, at 5.40pm on February 
5, 1973, on BBC One. 

Based on Elizabeth Beresford MBE’s 1968 
beloved children’s book, the five-minute stop-
motion masterpiece was titled Orinoco and the 

Big Black Umbrella, and was voiced by British 
actor Bernard Cribbins OBE. It told of a blustery 
day on Wimbledon Common, which corresponds 
perfectly with the story of how the Wombles 
came to be. When Beresford took her daughter 
Kate for a walk on the same common, the young 
girl mispronounced it as ‘Wombledon’, and the 
rest is history.

Though we have moved on in terms of animation 
styles and childhood heroes, there is still much to be 
appreciated and even learned from The Wombles. 
Back in 1973, Britain didn’t have recycling bins and 
nationwide initiatives to reduce waste, making the 

Womble mission to “make good use of bad rubbish” 
an almost revolutionary concept. 

The seven Wombles, including Great Uncle 
Bulgaria, Orinoco and Madame Cholet, were highly 
creative in the way they recycled and gathered 
rubbish – even fronting a Keep Britain Tidy campaign 
– and would certainly be applauded by environmental 
activists today. 

So let’s mark their half-century on our television 
screens not just by introducing our children to their 
adorable 35 mini-adventures – and, of course, their 
hit theme tune The Wombling Song – but also by 
passing on their teachings. 

From Wimbledon Common and beyond, let’s 
keep making “good use of bad rubbish”. 

WOMBLING FREE, THE WOMBLES OF 
WIMBLEDON COMMON ARE WEKEEP ON 

WOMBLING
KEEP ON KEEP ON 

WWOMBLINGOMBLING

‘There is still much to be 

appreciated and even 

learned from The Wombles’
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W
ho doesn’t like that crunching noise as you walk on a patch of fresh 
snow? And what place doesn’t look a little prettier with snowy roofs 
and trees? But what exactly is snow, and how does it happen?

WHAT’S SNOW MADE FROM?

When it’s 0°C or under, the water vapour in clouds freezes into minute 
ice crystals. These crystals stick together. And if enough of them 
do it, they become heavy enough to fall out of the cloud and float 
to the ground as snowflakes.

HOW COLD DOES IT HAVE TO BE TO SNOW?

It won’t snow unless it’s 2°C or under. The snow will be powdery if the 
temperature is 0°C or below and the air is dry. When the temperature’s 
slightly warmer and the atmosphere is moist, the flakes will be bigger 
because they melt around the edges and stick together. This sort of 
snow is perfect for making snowballs and snowmen. 

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SNOW, SLEET AND HAIL?

If the water vapour in the clouds freezes but the air temperature exceeds 2°C, the 
snowflakes melt and become sleet. At around 5°C, it’ll become rain. 
Hail forms in thunderclouds when water droplets are blown up to 
the tops of the cloud, where they freeze. When the updraughts 
in the thunderclouds can’t hold up the frozen droplets, they 
fall to the ground as hailstones. 

WHAT DO SNOWFLAKES 

LOOK LIKE?

Under a microscope, snowflakes 
can look very different from each 
other. It all depends on how the ice 
crystals form and stick together. In 1951, 
the International Commission on Snow and Ice 
divided snowflakes into seven main types. These 
are plates, stellar crystals, columns, needles, spatial 
dendrites, capped columns and irregular forms. 

Snow there you have it !

YOUR
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Call today on 

01708 578049 

to book
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BRACEBRACE

YOURSELFYOURSELF

WHY THE ERA OF THE BRACELET IS COMING BACK, FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN

F
or some of us, bracelets may be confined to our 
youths, conjuring memories of an armful of neon 
bangles, faded friendship bracelets and even 

the odd festival wristband. And yet bracelets are fast 
becoming a hot fashion statement once more, for 
both sexes.

In recent years, much of this resurging trend can 
be credited to high street jewellery brand Pandora, 
whose signature heart clasp snake chain bracelet 
graces the wrists of tens of thousands of women in 
the UK. 

Making the ideal gift for any woman in your life, 
the bracelet’s genius lies not in its simple and stylish 
design, but in the hundreds of different charms that 
can be added to it, making it utterly unique to the 
wearer. From Mother’s Day motifs, birthstones and 
even special edition collaborations – Harry Potter, 
Disney and Star Wars to name a few – there really is 

a charm for every occasion.
For men, Pandora sells a range of stylish leather 

bands that can be adorned with charms. There 
is also a wealth of online retailers selling beautiful 
wristwear that can be engraved with a personalised 
message or child’s name. More stylish than a ‘best 
dad in the world’ key fob, bracelets are a modern 
and fashionable way for a father or husband to wear 
a token of love.

Even the humble friendship bracelet has had a 
makeover in recent times, with jewellers such as 
Oliver Bonas and Monica Vinader creating woven 
cord bands that almost look homemade, were it 
not for the solid gold beading or diamond-studded 
charms that adorn them.

In short, the bracelet is the ideal fashion accessory 
for those who prefer something a little more 
understated, while still boasting sartorial kudos. 

 

 

Your local stairlift specialist  
 • Straight Stairlifts 
• Curved Stairlifts 
• Rental Stairlifts  
• New & Used 
• Servicing & Repairs 
• Home Lifts 

 

For friendly, personal service telephone: 
 01708 369062 

01268 550173 
01206 231568 

 
                                      

   

Email: sales@essexstairlifts.co.uk   

www.essexstairlifts.co.uk 
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D
o you suffer with a dry complexion? Or maybe it’s ageing skin that’s your main 
concern? Either way, a humidifier has the ability to transform the look and feel of 
your skin in a matter of weeks.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF USING A HUMIDIFIER FOR YOUR SKIN?
1. Reduce water loss
If you suffer with dry or ageing skin, then a humidifier can help to reduce water loss and 
keep your skin looking plumped up and moisturised by balancing out low levels of moisture 
in the air.  

2. Manage skin disorders
Skin conditions such as atopic dermatitis, rosacea and psoriasis can all be made worse by 
dry, air-conditioned or centrally heated rooms. However, by using a humidifier, moisture is 
added to the air, and you should see a vast improvement in your skin. 

3. Prevent skin infections
Certain bacteria and viruses thrive in both high and low humidity and these can lead to skin 
infections. A humidifier can help to balance out the humidity levels in a room and prevent 
microbes from affecting your complexion.  

4. Protect the skin from allergens and irritants 
Low humidity levels affect the barrier function of the skin, which leaves you susceptible 

to irritants and allergens in the air. A humidifier can help to increase humidity levels 
and keep your skin protected from external factors. 

TOP TIPS FOR USING A HUMIDIFIER
> Use bottled or distilled water as these contain fewer 

microorganisms and a lower mineral content
> Clean your humidifier regularly – once every 3-4 days

> Switch on your humidifier before you start your daily 
skincare routine

BEST HUMIDIFIERS 2023 
> Best all-rounder: Aennon Cool Mist Humidifier 
> Best for winter: Vicks VH845 Warm Mist Humidifier 
> Best budget buy: Pro Breeze Premium 3.5L 

Ultrasonic Cool Mist Humidifier  
> Best for large rooms: Elechomes Top-Fill Ultrasonic 

Humidifier.   
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Mr J S Chawla

Mr J S Chawla is available for private 

consultations in the eye Clinic at 

Westland Medical Centre.

This Care Quality Commission 

approved medical facility is equipped 

with state of the art diagnostic 

equipment, minor operation room 

and lasers.

Eye Clinic, Westland Medical Centre,

Westland Avenue, Hornchurch,  

Essex, RM11 3SD

www.facebook.com/ClearvisionMedicare

Services Offered

• Cataract surgery
with multifocal lens
implants for reduced
dependence on
spectacles

• Lens replacement
surgery for removal
of glasses

• Glaucoma
management

• Minor operations
for lumps and bumps
around eyes

• Correction of droopy
and baggy eyelids

• Watering eyes and
blocked tear ducts

• Dry eyes and
blepharitis

• YAG and Argon
laser treatments of
eye conditions

• Botox treatments

• Major surgery
undertaken at local
private hospitals

For appointments, please 

contact Phillipa Chambers 

on 07757 605008

Mr J S Chawla

Mr J S Chawla is available for private 

consultations in the eye Clinic at 

Westland Medical Centre.

This Care Quality Commission 

approved medical facility is equipped 

with state of the art diagnostic 

equipment, minor operation room 

and lasers.
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D
id you know that most mass-produced toothpastes include ingredients that 
can be found in shampoos, soaps, hand sanitisers and even antifreeze? Not 
the most pleasant of thoughts, so why not consider a more natural way to 

clean your teeth? 

EEssential oilsssential oils  
Essential oils such as peppermint, cinnamon and eucalyptus are all known 

for their ability to improve your oral health. All you need to do is mix a few 
drops of essential oil with the same quantity of water and then use this 
liquid to clean your teeth.

BBaking sodaaking soda
Baking soda is highly effective at removing plaque and stubborn stains 

caused by coffee, wine and smoking. Simply dip your brush in baking 
soda and then brush your teeth as normal. Mix in a few drops of 

peppermint oil if you miss that minty fresh taste. 

CCoconut oiloconut oil
Are you familiar with the term ‘oil pulling’? This is an ancient oral 
health technique that involves swishing a tablespoon of a carrier 
oil around your mouth for up to 20 minutes a day. Research has 
shown that coconut oil used in this way can reduce plaque and 
fight gingivitis.

SSea saltea salt
Salt is antibacterial, making it a good choice for removing 

bacteria, plus it has the ability to naturally whiten your teeth. As with 
baking soda, dip your brush in sea salt and then 

clean your teeth gently to avoid abrasion. 
Alternatively, mix with water to create a 
chemical-free mouthwash that can help 
to prevent gum disease and soothe 
toothache.

TTurmericurmeric
Although this bright yellow spice may not 
seem like the best solution for achieving 

shiny white teeth, it is actually highly beneficial for your 
oral health due to its anti-inflammatory, anti-bacterial and 

anti-plaque properties. Create your own DIY turmeric toothpaste by 
mixing ¼ tsp of turmeric powder with just enough mustard oil to make 

a paste. Brush and then rinse thoroughly.

toothpastetoothpaste
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NATURAL ALTERNATIVES TO

Job Type: Part-Time/ Full Time – zero hour contract 

Salary: £9.80 - £10.80 /hour

Call Karen on 01708 446690 to apply or 

email your CV to recruitment@priorcare.co.uk

You NEED to be able to work in the following areas:

UPMINSTER l CRANHAM l HORNCHURCH l HAROLD HILL l ELM PARK

Being a car driver is preferred; but if willing to walk or use public transport, candidates can also be considered.

We have all shifts available: Early mornings & lunches - tea & bed calls - weekends. Morning shift starts at around 6am.

Work Opportunities with Prior Care
We are a family run care company who provide care to adults located within the 

London Borough of Havering. We are currently looking for compassionate people

 to help us deliver quality care services within our clients’ own homes.

We required people who:

l Are a good communicator

l Have a kind & compassionate nature

l Enjoy helping people

l  Respect people’s rights & differences  

& ensure they are treated in a  

dignified manner

l Can be flexible

We can offer you:

l  Good rates of pay  

(Enhanced rate on Bank Holidays) 

l Free uniform & PPE

l Refer a friend scheme (subject to conditions)

l Up to 28 days holiday

l Full support 24/7

l Induction course leading into The Care Certificate

l  Ongoing development with additional training 

courses including QCF Diplomas

DISC
C L I N I C

l  Expert Hands-On Treatment 

From Head to Toe

l Latest Therapy Equipment

Emerson Park Clinic

128 North Street

RM11 1SU

Call: 01708 578072

www.spineplus.co.uk
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W
hile ‘feel the burn’ is a phrase you’re likely to hear 
when it comes to physical activity, working out in 
cold temperatures comes with a whole host of 

benefits. 

Read on to discover the top four reasons why you should 
exercise outside this winter. 

If you are looking to lose weight, then working outside 
in the winter can help you to achieve your goals. This is 
because colder temperatures force your body to work 
harder in order to regulate its core temperature. As 
your body works to get warm, your metabolism goes 
into overdrive and burns more calories and fat. 

 
Bugs and viruses are everywhere in the winter months, so it 
can be a good idea to look at ways to boost your immune 

system. Not only can exercising outside 
help to fight off the symptoms of a cold, 
but it also forces your immune system 
to work harder. 

 
When you exercise in colder 

temperatures, your blood vessels 
narrow and your heart and lungs 

work harder. This means that 
you can enjoy an enhanced 
cardiovascular workout, which 
helps to maintain good heart 

health. Plus, you don’t have to 
exercise for as long to enjoy the 

same results. 

 
If you are affected by Seasonal 
Affective Disorder, which makes 
you feel down during the darker 
months of the year, then exercising 
outside can help to boost your 
mood. In fact, research suggests 
that a good workout can be four 
times more effective than taking 
antidepressants in improving the 
symptoms of depression. Getting 
outside can also help to replenish 
your vitamin D levels. 
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ARE YOU READY TO EMBRACE THE COLD WEATHER 
AND EXERCISE OUTSIDE THIS WINTER?
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S
et your pulse racing on World Pulses Day this February, with this delicious bean and 
tomato soup. It’s thick, creamy and suitable for vegans. It’s also an absolute doddle 
to make, though you will need a blender or food processor.

Bean and tomato soup (Serves 4-6 people)

You will need: 
2 tbsp olive oil | 1 clove of garlic (minced) | ½ tsp dried oregano | ½ tsp dried 

thyme | ½ tsp fresh chopped rosemary | ¼ tsp chilli flakes | Heaped tbsp tomato purée |  
1 tsp brown sugar | 400g tin of finely chopped tomatoes or sieved tomatoes (passata) |  
500ml vegetable stock | 400g tin butter beans | Salt and pepper | Chopped parsley to decorate 

How to make:
> Heat the olive oil in a large saucepan.

> Add the garlic, oregano, thyme, rosemary and chilli flakes, and cook gently till the 
garlic is soft.

> Add the tomato purée and sugar, and cook over a medium heat for 3-4 
minutes.

> Pour in the tomatoes and stock and give it a stir.
> In a blender, purée the beans with the liquid from 

the can till the mixture is completely 
smooth (if it seems very thick, add 

a tablespoon or two of water). 
Pour the bean purée into 

the tomato mixture, and 
stir well.

> Bring the mixture to a 
boil, then simmer for about 

20 minutes, stirring occasionally.
> Add salt and pepper to taste, 

pour into bowls, sprinkle 
with parsley, and enjoy.

Health benefits of pulses: 
>  Pulses – such as lentils, dried 

beans, peas and chickpeas – are 
a good source of protein, vitamin 

B, iron, zinc, potassium and other 
micronutrients

> They are low in calories, low in fat and 
rich in fibre

> They contain complex carbohydrates, so 
you feel fuller for longer

> The fibre in pulses helps improve heart health  
and lowers blood cholesterol.

(Source, UN Food and Agriculture Organization, 2021)

Taste the Mediterranean through our quality Italian dishes

Antipasti | Starters | Pasta | Pizza | Grills | Wines | Beers | Spirits

www.davincishornchurch.co.uk | 01708 474 054 | enquiries@davincishornchuch.co.uk

13-15 Station Lane, Hornchurch, RM12 6JL

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
Every Friday

BOOK NOW FOR VALENTINE’S DAY & MOTHER’S DAY 2023

YY
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Support local businesses

Let your local businesses know that you saw them first in... 



ViSIOn Hornchurch edition67  |  to advertise call 01708 578049  V20

FERRY GOOD

T
o many, the ferry brings back pre-Eurotunnel 
days when, barring the process of boarding 
an airplane, our only connection with mainland 

Europe and beyond was via boat or ferry.
The ease with which tunnelled travel (including 

the Eurostar) now connects us with Europe has 
diminished the slow, clunky, often clumsy nature of 
the ferry; yet in the past couple of COVID-affected 
years, we’ve once again embraced this old-school 
method of travel, and here’s why:

EXPERIENCE

Boarding a boat, particularly with a young family, 
can be a thrilling experience, with the excitement 
of setting sail and views across open seas. For a 
small child, arriving at a port bustling with industry 
and movement can be mesmerising. Effectively, your 
holiday starts as soon as you board the boat.

COST

The cost of travel has risen across the board. While 
ferries are sometimes noted as being expensive, 
they can still be one of the most affordable methods 
to reach the mainland if you book off-peak and look 
around for promotions and offers. This is particularly 

true if there are multiple people in one car.

POST-COVID CONSIDERATIONS

Unlike aircraft, ferries offer ample space, with wide 
passenger areas, the privacy of your own vehicle 
when boarding and departing and, most importantly, 
access to ample fresh air.

FACILITIES

While not quite at the grade of the cruise ship mega-
vessels that roam our seas, many ferries have an 
assortment of cafés, restaurants, bars, music clubs, 
cinemas, entertainment lounges and, in some cases, 
even splash pools.

LUGGAGE

Unlike most other modes of transport, there are no 
restrictions on luggage when taking a ferry. In short, 
if you can pack it, you can take it.

RELIABILITY

In (almost) all weathers, your trusty ferry will keep 
going, and with providers having invested hundreds 
of millions of pounds in new fleets, ferries have also 
never been safer.
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WHY OUR LOVE AFFAIR WITH THE HUMBLE FERRY IS  
RETURNING, AND THE BENEFITS OF TRAVELLING ON ONE
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and Visits

Explore the Best of England from London’s Doorstep!

Experience the Platinum Jubilee celebration first hand with 

our selection of tours. Walk on the path of royals at Windsor 

Castle and experience its full majesty with our steam train 

guided tour.

We offer:

- Tours in London, Essex, Bristol and Dignified Windsor

- Every 2 years we offer a Winter Escape Tour to Sunny 

Ghana that will be running in 2022!

- Corporate incentive packages 

- Customisable tours

So, join us in seeing the sights of London, visiting the quaint 

Essex Countryside or taking in the grandeur of the Jubilee 

celibrations in Windsor.

IN THE UK AND LOOKING TO CREATE 

LASTING MEMORIES?

IN THE UK AND LOOKING TO CREATE 

LASTING MEMORIES?
BOOK NOW!

To book your experience visit www.chigwelltours.co.uk or 

SCAN the QR Code

Golf and Hainult Forest Hike London Masonic Mystery Tour

Royal Windsor Steam Train and 
Sunset Walk with Dinner

Cruises on the Maldon 
BlackWater Estury

Unique Experiences... Unique Memories.
T: 0208 500 9912

E: bookings@chigwelltours.co.uk

Get in touch!

@chigwelltours@chigwell_Tours @chigwell_tours

www.goodlifelodge.com • info@goodlifelodge.com • 0800 564 2266

Luxury Lodges, great fun and 
a great return on investment!

Visit our four fantastic locations today....
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DON’T JUST TAKE 
OUR WORD FOR IT...

To advertise call now on 

01708 578049
or email hornchurch@visionmag.co.uk

‘    ‘
Dear Brett,

Vision  magazine has been brilliant for us.

They’ve helped us increase brand awareness across the 

whole region and gained us a good few happy customers in the 

short time we’ve been with them.

Putting together some brilliant artwork for us, Brett has 

helped us continue the professional image we’re looking for and 

established us as something of a force locally.

Fulfilling our mission to bring competitively priced home 

improvements to the local area, realising people’s ideal home and 

helping them achieve their dreams, has been much easier 

with Vision  magazine. I foresee our partnership 

continuing for long into the future.

Many thanks, 

Your 
Monthly 

Lifestyle 
Magazine

Tom & Chris 
New Level Loft Conversions

01708 578162

01708 458256 

143  Heath Park Road, Romford, Essex RM2 5XJ

 @iddesignlondon @iddesignessex

WINDOW DRESSING & DESIGN  n  UPHOLSTERY  n  FURNITURE

WALLPAPER  n  ACCESSORIES

Visit our showroom for inspiration 

and meet the team who will help you 

with all aspects of interior design 

WITH ONE OF THE LARGEST WALLPAPER 
AND FABRIC LIBRARIES IN ESSEX 
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W
ith so many different types of bath towels 
available on the market, it can be difficult to 
know which to choose. Here’s everything 

you need to know about picking the perfect towels 
for your home. 

The first thing you need to look at when buying new 
towels is the fibre content. If you want a towel that is 
super-soft and absorbent, then 100 per cent cotton 
is the best choice. While you may be tempted by 
premium options such as Egyptian cotton, these are 
a lot more expensive and don’t have much effect on 
the overall quality. If you are on a tight budget, opt for 
a cotton/polyester blend. 

Towel lingo can be confusing, so here are a few key 
phrases to look out for:
> COMBINED COTTON – this is where the cotton 

is brushed to remove short fibres, resulting in a 
softer and more durable towel. 

> RING SPUN COTTON – this means that long and 
short fibres are tightly twisted to make the towel 
loops strong and smooth. 

> TWIST – a high twist results in a more durable  

towel and a low twist makes the towel more plush 
and absorbent. 

Although you may think that touching the towel will 
help you determine its overall quality, manufacturers 
apply special finishes to make them feel softer. 
Instead, visually inspect the towel and make sure 
the edges are neatly folded and secured with close 
stitching.

Towel weight is measured in grams per square metre 
(GSM), with the higher the weight, the denser and 
more absorbent the towel. A lightweight towel is 
300-400 GSM, medium weight is 400-600 GSM, 
and 600-900 GSM is the heaviest. 

Ultimately, choosing a towel is down to personal 
preference. If you want a soft and absorbent towel, 
then look for 100 per cent cotton, plush loops of 
yarn on the surface and a higher GSM. However, if 
you need a more durable or quick-drying towel, a 
cotton/poly blend with short loops and a lower GSM 
is a better choice.
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HOW TO CHOOSE THE P E R F EC T
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W
hen space is at a premium, dig down. Both modern homes and those 
dating back hundreds of years have benefitted from the extra space 
offered by a basement. Here are a few ideas for how to use the space:

MAN CAVE

A man’s home is his castle and a man’s cave is his, err, cave. Even the dreariest 
space can become a great hangout spot for the lesser-spotted male. Just 
add a neon light, a pool table and some kind of beer conduit for maximum 
happiness for most men.

UTILITY ROOM

If you can plumb a washing machine into your basement, then you’re in 
business. Anyone who has lived with laundry clogging up every available 
radiator will confirm that a dedicated washing and drying space is the future. 
Just make sure the room is well ventilated to avoid damp.

HOME GYM

What could be a better use of your excess space than creating a home 
gym? It’s the perfect place to disappear to when the world gets too much. 
With a few weights, a punchbag, a bench press and maybe even a rowing 
machine, the humble basement becomes a sanctuary of transformation. 

OFFICE

If you’re easily distracted, then a below-ground office is a good way to 
focus on what matters. Invest in reliable Wi-Fi, a comfy office chair and art 
that inspires you – especially if windows are scarce. You might be surprised 
by how your productivity soars. 

WINE CELLAR

It may be an obvious use of an underground space, but a wine cellar 
is vital for the kind of enthusiasts who like to buy in bulk and let their 
investment age in both price and flavour. 

HOME CINEMA

If you’ve got a big, blank wall, then a home cinema may just be the thing 
that elevates your home to A-list level. Popcorn machine optional. 

NO MATTER HOW DANK IT SEEMS, ANY BASEMENT IS A GIFT IN 
THESE SPACE-SPARSE TIMES

DWELLERDWELLER
CELLAR
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WE COVER ALL ASPECTSWE COVER ALL ASPECTS
            OF BUILDING WORKSOF BUILDING WORKS

n Property extensions & refurbishments 

n Kitchen extensions n Loft extensions

n Garage Conversions 

n Building contracts & new builds 

n Construction services

EXPERIENCED TRADESMEN TO CARRY OUT 

WORKS WITH NO DELAYS OR PROBLEMS

01708 732 32301708 732 323
www.propertyextensionsessex.co.uk

email: info@addspacelondon.co.uk

Domestic Oven Cleaning Specialists
Est. since 2007

Trading Standards 
Approved

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION

01279 432444  www.ovenbright.co.uk

Prices
Single oven incl. shelves & grill pan ............................. £43.00
Double oven incl. shelves & grill pan ........................... £54.00
Range incl. shelves & grill pan ........................... From £54.00
AGAs ...................................................................... From £90.00
Hobs ...................................................................... From £14.00
Extractors ............................................................. From £15.00
Microwaves .......................................................... From £20.00
...................................................................................... No VAT to pay

MEMBER

AFTER

BEFORE

PUT THE SPARKLE BACK INTO YOUR KITCHEN
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R
oof tiles are said to last for anything 
between 30 and 50 years which, 
considering the battering they take 

from weather conditions, is a notable achievement.
However, while we may think we can leave our 

roofing materials to their own devices, proper and 
regular maintenance of these terracotta, clay, 
concrete, slate and metal tiles is essential – after 
all, without them, we would be living a rather soggy 
existence.

They are most susceptible to damage after a 
storm, though can be compromised even from birds 
dropping stones from above.

Here are four ways to check your roof tiles are still 
in order.

GROUNDED
Look around your garden and pathways for any 
fragments of tiles that have slipped from your roof. If 

you find anything on ground level that should be on 
the roof, you have a problem.

I SPY
Get a pair of binoculars and examine the roof from 
a reasonable vantage point. This is an easy way to 
spot chipped or cracked tiles. Once the deterioration 
begins, the damage will only worsen over time, so 
it’s vital to get this repaired as soon as possible.

MOSS BROS
You may also spy moss or green matter on the roof – 
this is a key indication that water is remaining in gaps 
and not running into gutters. 

INSIDE OUT
In daylight hours, get up in your loft and into the 
eaves. By looking out through the roof, you will spot 
gaps or holes in tiles and can direct a professional 
to where cracked or damaged titles need replacing.

It’s best to let professionals attend to any tile repairs. 
They have all the necessary insurance and safety 

knowledge that ensures the job will be 
done without any mishaps. 

HOW TO CHECK IF YOUR ROOF TILES ARE KEEPING OUT THE ELEMENTS IN WINTER
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BOOK YOUR DESIGN CONSULTATION TODAY!

UPHOLSTERY TV UNITS CURTAINS & BLINDS WARDROBES FURNITURE

01708 578 039      

www.westylehomes.com

15 Sunset Avenue, 

Woodford Green, Essex, IG8 0TH   
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I
t’s time to get groovy with your home décor, as 70s style makes a 
humungous comeback. To many, it’s the era that fashion forgot, but 
are we due a 70s revolution, five decades on?

Appliances that pop
If you’ve ever coveted a Smeg toaster or fridge, you’ll appreciate the 
allure of a coloured appliance. Surfy blue or pastel pink, it all works 
when integrating this bodacious trend into your worktop or (not-so) 
white goods. 

Hey crochet
Crochet may be one of the oldest artforms, but in the 70s it was really 

hot – like, all over your bellbottoms, tablecloth and curtains hot. So don’t 
fear as it makes a long-awaited comeback – perfect for placemats or 
to protect your coffee tabletop. Crochet away knowing you are bang 
on trend, my friend.

Rattan again
Think rattan furniture is only for the outdoors? Not so in the swinging 

70s. Rattan is cool, rattan is comfy and rattan is also reasonably cheap 
if you’re on a budget. 

Velvet overground
Velvet gets a rough ride. Synonymous with a certain type of 70s 
cinema, you may think velvet has a sleazy reputation. That is, until you 
remember that it is gloriously soft and cosy and comes in all kinds of 
sumptuous colours.

Lino Ritchie
Don’t be dancing on the ceiling when you have some lovely lino to tap 
your toes on. That’s right, lino is cool again, so say: “Hello, is it me you’re 

looking floor?”

Don’t teak
Those of us lucky to inherit teak sideboards from family members can 
now feel smug. Any unit made in teak rosewood by G Plan or crafted 
in Denmark during the 70s, is now rather valuable and effortlessly cool. 
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Awesome
decor,é

Awesome
decor,é dude !
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From antique to modern 

we can repair, strip,  

re-spray, polish, wax,  

upholster and bring  

woodwork back to life.

We take great pride in  

our work and clients  

appreciate our care  

and attention to detail.  

We think you will too.

01708 741135

Free quotations and no carriage charges with this advert.

Abbey Group are specialists in creating,  

repairing and restoring quality furniture and 

wood surfaces to the highest standard.  

abbey-group.net

before during after

ACB DECORATING SERVICES

Painting & Decorating

All interior & exterior 
works undertaken 

Over 25 years’ experience 

Free Estimates

Call Andy on 01708 578042

acbdecorating@gmail.com

Call for a Call for a FREE quotation FREE quotation 

01708 57805101708 578051

WE GIVE YOU YOUR SPACE BACK!WE GIVE YOU YOUR SPACE BACK!

 HIGH STANDARDS 

 COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 HARD WORKING TEAM

 LICENSED & FULLY INSURED

  All jobs left tidy &  

completed promptly

  85% of all rubbish is recycled  

& saved from landfill

  No job too big or too small  

– single items taken

 Same day service available 

 Residential & Commercial 
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W
hether you can’t resist treating yourself to the latest celebrity cookbook or 
you were gifted a few culinary classics at Christmas, you may be wondering 
how you can store and showcase your latest additions. 

 
LINE THEM UP AGAINST THE BACKSPLASH 

If you want to proudly display your collection of cookbooks for all to see, then 
why not line them all up in a row against your backsplash? Providing easy 
access and a visually appealing feature, this is a great option for all kitchens. 

ADD BUILT-IN SHELVES TO THE ISLAND 

A kitchen island provides the perfect space for storing all your favourite 
cookbooks, especially if you have a vast collection. Choose to either take 
advantage of existing shelving or incorporate new storage space that 
accommodates all your books. 

STORE THEM IN THE PANTRY 

Pantries are a godsend for many families, providing additional space and 
somewhere to keep items out of sight. If you’re lucky enough to have one in 
your home, then designate an eye-level shelf for your cookbook collection so 
that all your favourite recipes are within reach. 

DISPLAY YOUR FAVOURITE WITH A BOOK HOLDER 

If you have a go-to cookbook that you use on a regular basis, you can keep 
this on display at all times using a simple book holder. Enabling you to create 
the perfect culinary focal point in your kitchen, you can even prop the book open at 
your favourite recipe.

INVEST IN A MULTI-TIER BASKET STAND 

For smaller kitchens where space is tight, a vertical storage solution such as a multi-
tier basket stand is the ideal choice. There are many different styles and sizes on 
the market or, alternatively, you could create your own if you have a set of storage 
baskets lying around your home. 

COOKBOOKS
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49, Butts Green Road, 
Emerson Park RM11 2JS    

DISCOUNT DIY & 

HARDWARE SUPPLIES
Your Local Independent Hardware & DIY Store

FREE LOCALDELIVERY

THE PRODUCTS WE SELL INCLUDE

COME & SEE US AT

n Calor Gas for  

BBQs & Heaters

n Hand Tools  

n Electrical Supplies

n Plumbing Supplies 

n Decorating Supplies

n Ladders 

n Pest Control 

n Gardening Tools &  

Accessories

FULL RANGE 

OF CALOR GAS 

BOTTLES 

AVAILABLE

CALL 01708 440151  

SAVE MONEY WITH A MAKEOVER

01268 977950
info@kitchensrenewedessex.co.uk

www.kitchensrenewedessex.co.uk

Doors l Drawers l Panels 

Plinths l Trims l Handles l Worktops 

CHOOSE FROM OUR EXTENSIVE CHOOSE FROM OUR EXTENSIVE 

RANGE OF OVER 500 DESIGN RANGE OF OVER 500 DESIGN 

AND COLOUR OPTIONSAND COLOUR OPTIONS

DOES YOUR DOES YOUR 
KITCHEN NEED KITCHEN NEED 

AN UPDATE?AN UPDATE?

MOBILE SHOWROOM – WE COME TO YOU 

FREE NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION & DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL FITTING SERVICE

FULLY QUALIFIED FITTERS

CONTACT US TODAYCONTACT US TODAY

Quart
z wor

ktops
 20% O

FF

Jobs fitted before end 

March 2023 with 

any makeover

Mobile: 07956 481 819

 07539 444413

Office:  01708 221500
southeastheating@btconnect.com

• Boiler repairs & replacements

• Gas installation

• Central heating installation & maintenance

• Gas servicing

• Landlord safety certificates
• Bathroom installation

• Chemical cleaning

• Solar panel installation

• Domestic & commerical plumbing & heating

• General plumbing work

• Gas appliances

• Gas leaks/safety checks

SOUTH EAST
HEATING

DOMESTIC AND COMMERICAL

HEATING • PLUMBING

Family Run Experienced Service • Est. in 1998
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DYNAMIC
Davina

D
avina McCall this year celebrates three decades on our screens. From her early break – a female 
voice dubber for Channel 4’s Friday night sleaze bonanza Eurotrash – through Don’t Try This at 

Home, Streetmate, The BRIT Awards, Big Brother, Stars in Their Eyes, The Million Pound Drop, 
Long Lost Family and so many more, the now 55 year old has remained relevant, resplendent and always 
radiant on our screens.

The Wimbledon-born presenter, who has just returned as a judge in the fourth series of The Masked 

Singer, is immaculate in her appeal to multiple age groups and all genders. She carries a confidence 
and assurance that is effortless and puts contestants at ease, while also knowing when to reveal 
a more sensitive and emotional side to her character.

From uncovering her ancestry in Who Do You Think You Are? to fronting documentaries on 
the language of love and the mental pain of the menopause, Davina is truly one of terrestrial TV’s 
modern national treasures. At a time when our broadcasters are desperate for consistency and 

longevity in the face of competition from streaming channels, Davina continues to provide an 
enduring and vital influence.

“I’ve just tried to present in a way that feels genuine and accessible,” says Davina, who 
is currently in a relationship with hairdresser Michael Douglas, having previously been 
married twice. She has three children – Holly, 21, Tilly, 19, and Chester, 16.
“I am incredibly grateful to have been given the opportunity to sustain my career with 

new and exciting shows and concepts.
“I don’t doubt it’s probably time to step to one side and let some others have a go, but 

I’ll keep on going until I’m told I’m not needed anymore, because TV still gives me the 
feeling of having the time of my life, and that’s very special to me.”

The fact that Davina is someone not just admired by the general public, but trusted 
too, is arguably what’s behind the success of her latest book. In Menopausing, 
she discusses the apparent embarrassment, shame and fear behind the change, 

blowing away perceptions and encouraging openness and discussion about the 
subject.

This isn’t the first time the presenter has been vocal about life’s true 
challenges. In her own autobiography, she lifted the lid on the highs and lows 
she has encountered, including drug addiction and a fractured relationship 

with her mother.
The presenter has also been outspoken recently in criticising the trend 
for cancel culture. Speaking on entrepreneur Steven Bartlett’s podcast, 
The Diary of a CEO, she slammed the failure of those in the public 
eye to express real feelings for fear of finding work projects binned 
or sidelined. She added: “No one says what they think or believe 
anymore.” 

If anyone can put a sense of honesty back into the discourse, it’s 
Davina. Never one to shy away from deliberation or debate, she 
refuses to toe the media line.

In fact, while the brilliant brunette has contributed so much to 
UK culture over the past three decades, it could be said that her 
most important work is yet to come…

HOW DAVINA MCCALL CONTINUES TO PROVE 
HERSELF AS A MODERN NATIONAL TREASURE
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LOCAL NEWS
from your neighbourhood

A Hornchurch man who made his own guns from 
scratch in his home workshop has been jailed 

for seven-and-a-half years for 45 separate firearms 
offences.

Self-proclaimed ‘gun nut’ Raymond Frederick 
Nugent, 73, (pictured left) of Coltishall Road, was 
sentenced at Snaresbrook Crown Court on Friday, 
January 20.

The Met Police were alerted to Nugent’s actions by 
the National Crime Agency after intelligence revealed 
he had imported a blank firing weapon from the Czech 
Republic.

In November 2018, a search warrant of his house 

was carried out, where officers found several safes 
containing firearms and ammunition.

Nugent was arrested and taken for questioning while 
police continued to search the address.

Along with homemade weapons, several reactivated 
guns and deactivated weapons converted to fire 
ammunition were also found.

Detective Superintendent Victoria Sullivan, from 
the Met’s Specialist Crime Command, said: “Though 
no evidence was found of any associated criminality 
linked to Nugent’s activities, the arsenal he had in his 
possession was lethal and, in the wrong hands, quite 
capable of causing incredibly serious harm.”
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Queen’s Theatre in Hornchurch’s pantomime 
Sleeping Beauty has been shortlisted for a Best 

Panto award at the Off West End Theatre Awards. 
The annual awards seek to recognise the very best of 

London’s independent theatre scene, with the winner 
to be announced at a glitzy ceremony at Alexandra 
Palace Theatre on February 12. 

Alongside the pantomime, actor Oliver Hembrough 
has been shortlisted for Best Supporting Performance 

in a Play for his role as Chris Keller in Arthur Miller’s All 

My Sons, performed at the Queen’s Theatre last year. 
Caroline Leslie, part of the theatre’s creative 

leadership team and director of Sleeping Beauty, said: 
“We had two strong intentions for Sleeping Beauty. 
First, to surprise and delight audiences who might be 
coming to the theatre for the first time. And second, 
to honour the rich tradition of pantomime. We think 
this nomination means that we achieved these aims.”

Queen’s Theatre nominated for panto awardQueen’s Theatre nominated for panto award
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e: hornchurch@visionmag.co.uk 

w: www.visionmagessex.com

ONE SMALL STEP FOR YOU,

ONE GIANT LEAP 

FOR YOUR BUSINESS 

IT’S NOT ROCKET SCIENCE!
CALL NOW FOR AN OUT OF THIS WORLD DEAL

Your 
Monthly 

Lifestyle 
Magazine
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Man raises money in 
daughter’s memory

A local resident has spoken of the “emotional 
journey” he went on during a 4,500-mile 

fundraising trip from Hornchurch to Marrakech.
As reported in the January 2023 edition of 

VISIONHornchurch, Michael Hook (pictured left) set 
out from his home in Hornchurch on December 22, 
2022 with the aim of raising money for Solving Kids’ 
Cancer in memory of his seven-year-old daughter, 
Isla Caton (pictured right), who passed away from a 
neuroblastoma last year.

He had only decided in late November to organise 
the trip, following his separation from his wife and 
Isla’s mother, Nicola Caton. 

He said: “Driving all that time by yourself, you have 
a lot of time to think. It was my first Christmas without 
Isla, first wedding anniversary since the divorce – it 
was a tiring affair.”

During the journey, which finished on January 7, 
Michael visited locations close to the family’s hearts.

Michael added that he was proud to have raised 
nearly £8,000 so far. 

To support Michael’s fundraiser, please visit  
solvingkidscancer.org.uk/fundraisers/hornchurch-to-
marrakech-via-many-places

Council names net-zero waste 
collection partner 

Havering Council has announced its new waste and 
recycling collection partner until 2031. 

The contract with Urbaser Ltd aims to be net zero for 
carbon emissions and offers a range of environmental 
improvements, including new fleet vehicles, 20 per 
cent of which will be electric powered. Emissions 
generated by non-electric vehicles will be offset using 
accredited Carbon Capture schemes. 

The agreement includes currently outsourced 
waste, recycling and weed control services; green 
garden waste collection; fly-tipping clearance; graffiti 
cleaning; and the collection of clinical or bulky waste. 

Urbaser will also take on the current in-house 
street cleansing service, with the existing staff to be 
transferred over to Urbaser. 

The range of what can be recycled is set to be 
expanded, with glass being added to orange recycling 
collections for the first time, while the range of plastics 
collected in orange recycling bags will be expanded to 
include pots, tubs and trays.

Councillor Ray Morgon, Leader of Havering Council, 
said: “We’re delighted to be working with Urbaser Ltd.

“We know that our waste and recycling service, 
along with street cleaning, are among the services 
most valued by our residents. 

“It’s important that with this new contract, we provide 
continuity of the high level of service that residents 
have come to expect.”

Customer complains after 
pub forgets wake

A Hornchurch woman has complained that her 
mother-in-law’s funeral wake was ruined when the 

pub where they had booked a buffet failed to provide 
the food that had been ordered in advance. 

Erica Denise booked a buffet at The Harrow in 
Hornchurch at the end of last year. Despite receiving 
multiple reminder emails, Erica stated that staff 
“apparently didn’t even know we were coming”. 

In a Facebook post, Erica said that she would “never 
step foot” in The Harrow again, having paid in full for a 
buffet for 14 people. 

Erica said: “How would you feel if this was your 
mother’s funeral, and you were left standing there 
with your family and nothing to offer them? You have 
added to the misery of a very sad day.” 

A spokesperson for The Harrow said: “We apologise 
for the mistake we made with the booking on such a 
sad occasion for our guests. 

“Our team had prepared seating for the group and 
mistakenly thought they would be ordering from our 
main menu, rather than the buffet requested. 

“Once we realised our mistake, we apologised 
and offered a variety of sharer food options, but 
unfortunately the guests were dissatisfied with the 
options available and chose to leave.”

L
O

C
A

L
 N

E
W

S

V

•

•

WE CARRY OUT ALL 
HOME RENOVATIONS

• 

CHECk OUT OUR GOOGLE REviEWS

Garage Conversions | Bathrooms | Kitchens | Full Decorating

New Flooring | Plumbing & Heating | Electrical | Glazing 

Roofing | Tiling | Handyman & Locksmith Services 

Cleaning | Extensions & Loft Conversions | Clearances 

Plus much more… 
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WE NOW OFFER FINANCE 
ON ALL REFURBISHMENT 

PROJECTS

WE OFFER WE OFFER 
FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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• 
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t: 01708 578053 | m: 0794 939 4403

e: info@lillywhtepropertygroup.com

www.lillywhitehomerenovations.com   @L

 LillywhitePr

 LillywhitePr

 LillywhitePropertyGroup  

 LillywhitePr

 LillywhitePr LillywhitePropertyGroup  @L @LWMaintenance

L I L LY W H I T E  P R O P E R T Y  G R O U P  LT D

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL | NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Showroom opening times: 
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 10am - 4pm 

• D R BETTS TILING

The Barn ◆ Church Road ◆ Noak Hill ◆ Romford ◆ RM4 lLD

t: 01708 381349 ◆ e: sales@drbettstiling.co.uk ◆ www.drbettstiling.co.uk

◆ Large selection of wall & floor tiles 

◆ Fitting service

◆  Porcelain, Ceramic,  

Glass & Natural stone 

◆ Underfloor heating

◆ External porcelain slabs 20mm

Photo credit: Michael Hook
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www.julialopez.co.uk

JULIA LOPEZ MP
Hornchurch and Upminster
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120 North Street, Hornchurch, RM11 1SU
www.luxhomesgroup.co.uk

ESTATE AGENTS

HAVERING’S PREMIUM ESTATE AGENT

01708 208807

SPECIALIST IN PRE-CAST BUILDINGS

CONTACT US ON 020 8590 3701
www.rpageconcretebuildings.com 

 rpageconcretebuildings

951-953 High Road, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 4HB

SINGLE GARAGES  n  DOUBLE GARAGES  n  CONSERVATORIES 

GARDEN ROOMS  n  SHEDS/WORKSHOPS  & MORE

n  FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  n  50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

n  5 YEARS GUARANTEE  n  DESIGNS TAILORED FOR YOU

n   HIGH QUALITY, LOW MAINTENANCE CONSTRUCTION

My first visit of 2023 has been to see the 
Emergency Department and Urgent 

Treatment Centre at Queen’s Hospital to talk 
through with their leadership and medical 
teams some of the challenges we need to 
work on together – from demand, staffing and 
delays to how to bring about improvements. 

Before Christmas, I took Havering Council’s leader 
to see the local government minister to highlight 
his concerns about cost pressures. Following that 
intervention, extra money has been confirmed by 
Communities Secretary Michael Gove, and Havering’s 
core spending power will grow next year by 9.5 per 
cent from £200million to £219million. We also have 
confirmation of a £2.46million grant to Havering to 
prevent homelessness. I was glad to see the council 
leader reflect on how positive the meeting had been.

We are calling on residents to support some of our 
key campaigns – particularly our drive to stop the sale 
of Hornchurch Police Station by the Mayor of London. 
We believe we must retain this critical policing base 
for some of the 350 new officers who have joined our 
Borough Command Unit, so that they can improve 
neighbourhood policing responses. We have launched 
a petition after the new Met Commissioner, Sir Mark 
Rowley, started a review of the Met’s operations, and 
we hope with residents’ support that we can reverse 
Mayor Khan’s 2017 decision to sell. The issue is 
particularly important after local concerns have been 
expressed about robbery and burglaries in Emerson 
Park. This followed a spate of crimes which caused 

alarm among residents. Our London Assembly 
Member, councillor Keith Prince, hosted a community 
meeting on this before Christmas and I have followed 
up with our Borough Police Commander.

Residents have continued to make clear to us their 
very strong opposition to the expansion of the Mayor’s 
Ultra Low Emission Zone to Havering. Once the Mayor 
has the equipment in place to impose vehicle charges, 
we are very worried he will seek to bring more cars 
into the charging system at a time when Transport 
for London’s (TfL) public transport offer in Havering is 
simply not good enough to replace car journeys. We 
are calling on Havering Council to back the boroughs 
of Bexley, Bromley, Harrow and Hillingdon, which have 
all publicly called on the Mayor to demonstrate the 
lawfulness of his plan and the data behind it. I have 
also pressed the Mayor to take more action to reduce 
TfL’s own emissions by increasing the electrification 
of his bus fleet and improving the public transport 
network in outer London.

On Friday, February 10, I will be hosting an 
Apprenticeships Fair from 10am to 1pm at Queen’s 
Theatre Hornchurch in partnership with the Romford 
Jobcentre Plus. This exciting event will showcase 
some of the apprenticeship opportunities available 
for Havering residents from many local and national 
employers. These will include Barking, Havering and 
Redbridge University Hospitals NHS Trust, MTR 
Elizabeth Line, Met Police, V&A Museum and Stansted 
Academy. For more information, please do check out 
my website at www.julialopez.co.uk
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News from
Councillor Paul Middleton

St Andrews Ward, Hornchurch Residents’ Association

I hope you are fully over the Christmas and New Year 
blues and that normal life has resumed.

 
Cars stolen
A number of cars have been stolen over the past 
couple of months, and nearly all of them have keyless 
entry and ignition.

If you have a car with keyless technology, please 
get yourself a faraday/RFID bag for both the main 
and spare keys. These cars are often stolen from the 
owner’s driveway or outside the home with the help of 
a simple device that picks up the signal from the key, 
boosts the signal and relays it to the car. Having both 
keys in faraday/RFID bags will help secure your car as 
the signal cannot escape the bag.

To test this, once you have a bag, place the keys in 
the bag, stand by your car and try to unlock the door. 
This should be repeated every month to prove the bag 
is still effective.

I do not know how true this is, but I have been told 
that it is possible to capture the signal from the key 
when you lock or unlock your car. This might be if 
someone is near you when you lock or unlock your 

vehicle, for instance when you are in a car park.
The would-be thief will then follow you home, 

only to return later and steal your vehicle. I 
must repeat, I have not been able to confirm 
this information.

For further security, please consider getting 
yourself a disk lock. This is a steering lock 
that covers the whole steering wheel and is 
far cheaper than replacing your vehicle if it is 
stolen. The disk lock has been reported to be more of 
a deterrent to car thieves than several other devices.
 
Proof of life
If you have friends or relatives who are living in the UK 
and are receiving a pension or other payments from 
abroad, they may be asked to prove they are still alive 
in order to receive the payment.

The council is preparing to offer this service from 
Langtons House. This will require the person to 
bring along a valid picture ID document and further 
supporting information. The person will have a short 
interview with a member of staff, who will be able to 
offer the correct documentation to satisfy the authority.
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A care home in Hornchurch is set to be converted into a 
homeless shelter. 

The application for Alton House on Sunrise Avenue was 
originally submitted in March 2022 before being approved in 
June, but conditions meant that the applicants had to submit 
further documentation before the plans could proceed. 

The applicants were required to provide further information 
on cycle storage and parking, how refuse and recycling would 
be managed, how external lighting would be installed, and 
how methods of travel other than by car could be promoted. 

In a covering letter submitted in December, planner Paris 
Farren said that they hoped the “application is clear, and the 
information provided in this submission covers the necessary 
information to fully discharge the conditions”. 

If the plans go ahead, the shelter will consist of 19 self-
contained studio rooms spread over the ground and first 
floors. A communal garden would be maintained, and at least 
three staff members would be present during the day, with at 
least one member of staff present 24 hours a day. 

A final decision on the application has not yet been made.

Shelter replaces care homeShelter replaces care home

WARDROBES      n    BUILT IN WARDROBES     n    FITTED KITCHENS     n    SLIDING  WARDROBES

LUXURY BESPOKE WARDROBES & KITCHENS

CONTACT US 

01708 578073 n 07961 070327

Made to order in the UK  n  10 Year Product Guarantee 

Soft Close Doors As Standard  n  We fit wardrobes in less than 2-3 weeks

www.bestfittedwardrobe.co.uk 

info@bestfittedwardrobe.co.uk

We are still open for business and practising safe 
distancing according to government guidelines.

l Roof Repair Specialists, All Leaks Cured  

l New Tiled Roofs & Velux Windows  

l High Performance Felt Flat Roofs  

l EPDM Firestone Rubber Flat Roofs  

l uPVC Guttering, Fascias & Roofline  

l Storm Damage & Insurance Work  

l Chimney Stacks Repaired & Removed  

l Leadwork, Pointing & Rendering

l Replacement Roof Valleys & Bays  

l Roof Overhauls & Maintenance  

l Asbestos Removal & Garage Roofs  

l Pigeon / solar panel guards  

l The Best Quality Materials Used  

l 24 Hour Emergency Repairs, 7 Days  

A UNIQUE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS BUILT ON REPUTATION, HONESTY & KNOWLEDGE!

OVER 500 GENUINE REVIEWS ON ‘TRUSTist’ & OVER 20,000 HAPPY LOCAL CUSTOMERS!

ALL WORK GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES - NO DEPOSITS TAKEN - NO SUB CONTRACTORS USED!

WE OFFER VERY 
COMPETITIVE PRICES  
& WILL BEAT ANY 
GENUINE WRITTEN 

ESTIMATE

CELEBRATING OVER 46 YEARS OF TRADING WITH 

THE ORIGINAL COMPANY NAME & PHONE NUMBER! 

• Long Lasting Alternative To Felt 
• Made To Measure With No Joms 
• No Flames, Lasts Up To 50 Years 

• Long Lasting Alternative To Felt 
• Made To Measure With No Joms 
• No Flames, Lasts Up To 50 Years 

01708 551714 | 07743 406418 
www.sr-roofers.co.uk | rosseldridge84@hotmail.co.uk 

41a Sunningdale Road, Rainham, Essex, RM13 7BD
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B
ack in 1961, Viv Nicholson won more than £152,000 (around £3.5million in today’s money) on 
the football pools. She promised to “spend, spend, spend”. And that’s what she did, splurging on 
luxuries like a pink Cadillac and exotic holidays before the money dried up.

The pools were launched 100 years ago this month, and in its heyday, 14 million people took part each 
week, hoping to win a fortune. Here’s how it all started.

Football became increasingly popular in the years after the First World War, but betting on match results 
was illegal.

Liverpudlian telegraph operator Sir John Moores CBE, eager to 
make money, heard about a system devised by John Jervis Barnard 
from Birmingham. The idea was that punters bet on the outcome 
of matches, with the winnings coming from the ‘pool’ of money 
gambled – minus 10 per cent to cover ‘management costs’.

But Barnard’s business was failing. Moores and two of his 
friends reckoned they could do better and started distributing 
coupons outside Manchester United’s football ground. To take 
part, punters had to predict ‘score draws’ – games that would 
end in a draw with at least one goal. Because Moores claimed it 
was a game of skill and only accepted postal orders, not cash, 
he managed to get around strict gambling laws.

At first, the new company lost money, and Moores’ friends 
gave up. But Moores’ wife said she’d “rather be married to a 
man haunted by failure than one haunted by regret”. So Moores 
carried on – and less than a decade later had earned £1million 
(£82million in today’s money).

Moores, who was knighted in 1980, died aged 97 in 1993. A 
year later, the National Lottery was set up, and the popularity 
of the pools faded. While you can still play the game online, 
there are now easier ways to dream big – without predicting 
football scores.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE

FOOTBALL POOLS?FOOTBALL POOLS?FOOTBALL POOLS?FOOTBALL POOLS?
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our

“I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Chris 
Miller it became clear that these 

values have been held dear for a 
number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing a 
service that saves the public money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window once the 
unit has failed. Chris commented 
“Cloudy2Clear were able to assist 
our community through the last 
financial crisis in 2008 due to the 
savings that can be made in using 
our service. Unfortunately we 
might be going through something 
similar again soon and the public 
can rest assured that we will be 
there to help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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A HAMSTER IS A GREAT CHOICE FOR A FIRST PET, COMING IN A SMALL PACKAGE BUT 
DELIVERING LOTS OF FUN. HERE’S SOME TOP TIPS ON HOW TO CARE FOR THEM

BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO      OWNING A 

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT BREEDS OF HAMSTERS?

There are 24 different species of hamsters, with the most popular ones for pets including the Syrian, Russian 
dwarf, Campbell’s dwarf, and Roborovski.

WHAT ENVIRONMENT DO HAMSTERS THRIVE IN? 

Hamsters need a comfortable, dry and clean place to live. They do not like draughts or damp. Also, they need 
to be in a room where the lights go on and off at more or less the same time each day. As they are solitary 
animals, hamsters prefer to live alone but, with the right care, dwarf hamsters can be housed together. 

WHAT DO HAMSTERS EAT? 

Hamsters need a good-quality, balanced diet that contains all the essential nutrients and minerals. They 
can get this from a compound pellet ration, a 
mixture of seeds and small quantities of greens, 
clean root vegetables and fruits. 

DO HAMSTERS NEED COMPANY? 

Although hamsters are generally solitary 
animals and often showcase timid behaviour, 
they can enjoy interacting with people who 
handle them carefully. Hamsters can find 
the presence and scent of other pets 
stressful, so you should keep their cage 
away from other animals in the home. 

HOW TO KEEP YOUR HAMSTER 

HAPPY AND HEALTHY 
A hamster needs to sleep undisturbed 
during the day and have plenty of 
space to play and exercise at night. 
They also need a deep layer of litter 
so that they can dig and construct 
a burrow. Many hamsters enjoy a 
running wheel. 

HAMSTER FACT FILE:

> Hamsters can catch a cold from 
humans 

> Hamsters hoard their food  
> Hamsters’ teeth never stop growing. 
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enquiries.commercial@serco.com

www.sercowaste.com

Services

0800 496 1153

Our services
Whatever the size of your business, we have a solution 
that is right for you. We work with hospitals, leisure centres, 
small businesses and complex blue chip companies, 
delivering waste and recycling services across the UK. 

We provide a range of 

containers and flexible 
services to ensure your waste 

is collected promptly with no 

disruption to your business. 

Our dedicated team will be 

able to advise you on your 

best and most financially 
efficient collection option.

General waste

l vary dependant on 
l apply.

Mixed dry recycling Food waste

Containers

Serco Commercial Waste 
& Recycling Services

Service provision will vary 
dependant on location 
and weight restrictions will apply.
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W
e may bemoan dropping temperatures and wet weather, but the good 
news is that spring is edging ever closer.

And while the realities of sunny mornings and technicoloured 
flower beds are still a distance away, we need to be preparing 
our outdoor spaces for spring now, if 2023 is to be a 
fertile year. Here are six ways you can start preparing your 
garden for the sunnier days to come.

Plan and purchase: There’s nothing like planning the first 
steps on a task, so even though it’s cold and wintry outside, 
now is the time to be selecting and ordering the summer-
flowering bulbs and seeds that will make your garden look 
splendid. You’ll be planting these in early spring, so get them 
ready now.

Sow good: Some of your summer seeds will require longer in the soil, so you 
may want to consider sowing some now. Included in these are geraniums, 
begonias, peppers and aubergines. Start them off in a heated propagator to 
give them a head start.

Tip-top tidy-up: It’s cold out, but that shouldn’t stop you getting 
beds and borders in order. Removing debris and decaying 
matter will be the biggest job, but consider the need to 
repair wood, cut back bushes, and give a new lease of life 
to paths and walkways.

Green clean: If you have a greenhouse, now is the time to 
take it back to its bare bones, ready for what you’re about to 
bring in during the spring.

A clear-out and clean-up will leave your transparent studio 
ready to go.

The rain game: You may as well take advantage of the rainy season by 
installing a water butt and collecting water in time for the spring. Not 
only is it better for the environment compared to using the tap or a 
hose, but a number of plant varieties actually grow better with 
rainwater, including camellias and rhododendrons.

THE CHANGES YOU NEED TO BE MAKING TO YOUR GARDEN BEFORE 
SPRING COMES AROUND

Springing
INTO      LIFE

For more details & pictures please call or 

message for individual prices 

Local delivery is free within 10 miles of Romford (not across the Thames).  
Delivery can be arranged at an additional costs to what is listed and depending on post code

BESPOKE BARREL 

FURNITURE MADE TO ORDER  

AND ALSO LOTS IN STOCK

01708 578030 • Mobile: 07467 944671

Eco-conscious Bespoke Furniture 

made from Pre-used Wood

DO YOU DO YOU 

VALUE NATURE?VALUE NATURE?

Completely unique and hand made, can have 

marine vinyl seat covering at an additional 

cost or plain. Also, epoxy resin finished barrel 

articles and River Tables available. 

UPMINSTER FENCING

 LIMITED
TradingSince
1994

Family 

Run 

Business

Supply & Fit 

preSSure treated panelS l Free advice & quotationS

Upminster Fencing, Mardkye Works, St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, Essex, RM14 3PA

01708 225599  –  07831 281 590
www.upminsterfencing.co.uk  l  admin@upminsterfencing.co.uk

opening HourS: WeekdayS 8am to 3pm  
SHut WeekendS and bank HolidayS
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T
here’s nothing that feels more like 
summer than the blooming buds and 
luscious lawns of a flower show, and 

in the UK we’re treated to an incredible array of 
events that cater for every type of green-fingered 
enthusiast.

Harrogate Flower Show: April 20-23
One of the earliest shows on the calendar, this 
Yorkshire gem is great for children looking to build 
a knowledge of outside spaces, with a variety of 
activities designed to inspire young minds. For 
adults, there’s the floral art marquee, the largest 
in Britain, as well as a wealth of displays and 
presentations – many with a practical edge.

Chelsea Flower Show: May 23-27
A royal favourite, the Chelsea Flower Show 

represents the pinnacle of our 
horticultural passions in the UK, 
showcasing an array of award-
winning designs, an abundance 
of experts and a wealth of 
demonstrations designed to 

inspire. More than 150,000 people attend the show 
every year, so booking early is recommended.

Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival: 
July 4-9 
This festival claims to be the greatest flower show 
on Earth. Set in the grounds of Hampton Court 
Palace, with architecture, history, opulence and 
Britishness in abundance, it’s difficult not to be 
wowed by beautiful show gardens, interactive 
activities for children, amazing flower displays and 
live music.

There’s also shopping, demos and expert advice 
– offering a modern show in a traditional setting.

Tatton Park Flower Show: July 19-23
If you fancy venturing up north, head to Knutsford 
in Cheshire for a flower show that is much more a 
garden party than an exhibition.

With shopping, dining and music, the 
bamboozling range of horticultural heroics 
acts as a brilliant background to the 
party atmosphere. All you require is 
sunshine.

FOUR FANTASTIC FLOWER SHOWS IN THE UK TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 2023

Hampton Court

Chelsea

Harroga
te
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The first step to a
beautiful lawn is to
call GreenThumb

Our wonderful customers like our service so 

much, that over 40% of new customers joined 

us through their recommendation which, if you 

think about it, is a recommendation in itself.

So, if you’ve been thinking about enjoying a 

great lawn this year – green, lush and 

weed-free, why not contact us today and let 

us bring your lawn to life.

We provide four seasonal treatments, as well 

as beneficial treatments to keep your lawn in 

tip-top condition - prices start from just £15*.

Ask us about our annual plans, which allow 

you to both spread the cost and save up to 

25%.

Simply call: 01277 227 988 or

visit: greenthumb.co.uk

*Based on a lawn size up to 40m²

£15
PER TREATMENT

PRICES FROM



W
hile our reliance on technology becomes greater every year, so too does 
our interaction with the world around us. For all the criticism levelled at 
them, our communications devices and, specifically, the apps on them, 

have offered us a far greater understanding of the world.
With that in mind, here are five apps that offer you the chance to broaden your 

horizons in 2023.

  BACKDROP
Backdrop isn’t a wallpaper app, as its name may suggest. Instead, it’s a location 

discovery platform that aims to help you become more familiar with 
your surroundings. Rather than listing businesses and attractions, it 
turns the spotlight on interesting houses, colourful spaces and quirky 
local elements.

 CENTER STAGE
A US app that can instantly help you value trading cards. Although the 
technology is still in its infancy, with identifiable cards in the sports of NFL, 
baseball, basketball and hockey, the plan is to incorporate UK sports, as well as 
Pokémon and other games-based card collectables. 

 OTTERNAL LIFE
A habit-tracking app that goes well beyond 
the norm of health and fitness. Instead, 
Otternal Life gives you the opportunity to 
input everything from studies to collections, 
guiding you and reminding you of daily tasks, 
while helping you steer clear of temptation 
elsewhere.

 YARN
Go back to basics with this app that aims to 
help readers revisit the simple pleasures of 
storytelling.

Rather than elaborate videos, films or 
animations, Yarn offers app users a simple 
choice of stories presented in text message 
form. Episodes and conversations are 
updated daily, and you can enjoy stories 
from several categories, including mystery, 
romance, comedy, sci-fi, fantasy, and more.

 NOISLI
We can all recognise that our ability to 
concentrate is affected by the sounds around 
us. Noisli mixes together a number of samples 
and sounds, from birdsong to rain to waves 
to wind, to surround you with effortlessly 
excellent and personalised audio inspiration.

T
E

C
H

N
O

L
O

G
Y

V

APPY DAYS

Backdrop Center Stage

Otternal Life Yarn

Noisli

15:07 4G
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I
t’s one of the biggest anguishes for any parent – seeing a baby or child in pain and not knowing what to do 
about it.

One such pain that all our youngsters have to go through is teething, and while there’s nothing you can do 
to stop those gnashers appearing, here are some useful tips for helping your child get through the discomfort.

DETECTION

In babies, the appearance of drool – and lots of it – is a tell-tale sign that teeth are on their way. Many parents 
opt for the handy neck cravat to prevent clothes from getting soaked.

Also keep an eye out for your baby gnawing or chewing on any 
available surface, with red and sore gums showing that there’s 
activity lurking below.

A loss of appetite can indicate dental pain, but perhaps 
the biggest signal is the distress, grumpiness, moaning and 
sleeplessness that accompanies this stage.

HELP

We all look to quickfire solutions when our children are 
ill, but teething is something you have to let progress 
in its own time, so really your only option is to try to 
limit the discomfort. Paracetamol and ibuprofen will 
take the edge off pain, while a number of parents opt 
for teething powders.

A teething chew – usually made out of rubber or 
silicon, and which can be kept in the freezer for a 
great cooling sensation – will undoubtedly provide 
relief. Teething gel and even some frozen 
banana can also offer those troubled 
gums a bit of light relief.

Of course, the biggest cure 
of them all is one we can all 
give in abundance and is 
completely free every 
time – a nice big hug.

HOW TO KNOW WHEN YOUR BABY IS TEETHING AND USEFUL TRICKS TO HELP THEM

TEETHiNG

terrors
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We could fill We could fill 
Wembley StadiumWembley Stadium
MORE THAN TWO TIMESMORE THAN TWO TIMES
with our monthly with our monthly 
readership...readership...

Photo courtesy of PA Images

...OVER 207,500 PEOPLE IN ESSEX 

READ VISION MAGAZINE’S MONTHLY

Your 
Monthly 

Lifestyle 
Magazine

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET YOUR  BUSINESS SEEN BY OUR READERS CONTACT US TODAY TO GET YOUR  BUSINESS SEEN BY OUR READERS 

See all our magazines online
at www.visionmagessex.com

Did you know this isn’t the only Vision magazine in Essex?

BillericayShenfieldBishop’sStortfordBrentwoodOngarChelmsfordBeaulieuEppingTheydonHalsteadBraintreeHertford 

HornchurchLeighThorpeBayLoughtonMaldonBurnhamRayleighWickfordSouthWoodfordTendring
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W
e live in an era of eco sustainability in our homes, yet is eco design all it’s cracked up to be, 
and do the negatives balance the positives for conscious consumers looking to create a 
home that has environmental excellence at its heart? Here, we look at the pros and cons 

of green homes.

PROS OF ECO HOMES

>  Cost: The trend for going green with our homes is supported wholeheartedly by local government. 
That means grants, subsidies and initiatives will bring certain costs down. If your structure benefits 
from elements such as rainwater harvesting and solar panels, your running costs will undoubtedly 
be lower than for a standard home.

>  The planet: Prioritising the homes in which we live can also help us feel as though we are playing 
a part in the bigger picture. After all, the commitments we make now are setting up the next 
generation for a better life.

>  Regulations: Future-proofing our homes for rules and regulations that may come about in the years ahead 
means we are investing now rather than paying further down the line.

CONS OF ECO HOMES

>  Cost: While green initiatives can save us money, 
the sourcing of some eco-friendly materials 
comes at a higher upfront cost. After all, going 
green is very rarely the cheapest option.

>   Longevity: While we know a lot about 
standardised building materials that have 
helped us map out huge communities, 
some of the newer green fabrication 
technologies are untested over the 
long term. Without the benefit of 
longevity testing, they may be more 
liable to having to be replaced or 
repaired as time goes on.

>   Ratio: While every environmental 
action makes a difference, the 
cost of investing in our homes may be 
at the expense of green initiatives we 
can undertake elsewhere (like buying an 
electric car) that would make a greater 
overall impact.

IS THE GRASS ALWAYS GREENER WHEN IT COMES TO ECO HOMES?

Are you looking for an
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WHAT ARE YOUR 
BUSINESS GOALS?

DO YOU HAVE THE  
PLANS IN PLACE  
TO ACHIEVE THEM?

WHAT COULD  
A PROFESSIONAL 
HELPING HAND  
DO FOR YOU?

020 3026 1251 | 07791 260 443
sharon@argus-accounting.co.uk 

 ArgusAccountingUK

When it comes to the day 
to day tasks like tax returns 
and book keeping, Argus 
Accounting can certainly 
help. However, those tasks 
are just the starting point of 
what we can do for you and 
your business.

LET US: 

n Analyse your figures to show 
you gaps in the market, and 
growth opportunities. 

n Tell you how to spend more 
efficiently. 

n Show you a clear path toward 
the successful growth of your 
business.

“  IT’S BEEN A TOUGH YEAR
 AND WE COULDN’T HAVE
 SURVIVED IT WITHOUT YOU”

Calvin Gomes, Bronze Age

FINANCIAL EXPERTS WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT YOUR SUCCESS

YOUR PERSONAL 

CONVEYANCING 

SOLICITORS

We are CQS accredited and offer outstanding 
one-on-one service for
l Sales and Purchases – both leasehold & freehold
l Shared Ownership Right to Buys
l Affordable Housing
l Remortgages & Transfer of Equity
l Auction Sales and Purchases
l Lease extensions

01708 578052 | www.ttslegal.com | info@ttslegal.com

1-4 The Parade, Monarch Way, Ilford, Essex IG2 7HT

CITY OFFICE: 2nd Floor, Mezzanine, 53 New Oxford Street, London, WC1A 1BL

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL  

CONVEYANCING

CORPORATE 
ACQUISITIONS

GENERAL LITIGATION

FAMILY

WILLS &  
PROBATE

We are on 60 lender panels including most high 

street banks, building societies and first tier lenders
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D
o you want to foster a flexible and 
collaborative company culture? 
Make networking a breeze and 

promote innovation? If yes, then you need 
to know all about co-working spaces and 
how they can revolutionise your business. 

And if you’re wondering what co-working 
is, it simply means that staff from different 
companies share the same office space.

INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY 

What business doesn’t want to see an increase 
in productivity levels? The beauty of co-working 

spaces is that they are optimised for productivity 
and are designed to adapt to different working 
styles. They are also ideal for remote workers who 
want to get away from the distractions of home. 

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

A co-working space provides the perfect space for 
networking. You can even find co-working spaces 
that hold networking events to help companies find 
new business partnerships. 

FLEXIBLE WORKING 

In today’s modern world, high-calibre candidates 
demand flexible working conditions. When you 
operate from a co-working space, your employees 
can create office hours that suit their schedule and 
yours. Plus, if you have a candidate who works 
outside your area, then a co-working space allows 
them to work for you without having to relocate. 

MORE COST-EFFECTIVE 
When you rent a co-working space, you only 

have to pay for the areas that you plan to use. 
Furthermore, some co-working offices 

come with additional perks such as 
on-site cleaning staff and printing 

services at no additional cost. 
Co-working spaces are 

also great for small 
businesses that want 
to grow without the 
pressure of committing 
to a long-term lease. 

MORE CREATIVITY

Co-working spaces 
offer both private and shared 

offices, with traditional cubicles 
replaced with bright and colourful 

meeting rooms that encourage maximum 
creativity, hot desks and expansive lounge areas.
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CO-WORKINGCO-WORKING
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Email: Office@Oakleafe.com    Web: www.oakleafe.claims

MAKING AN INSURANCE CLAIM? 

Fire & Smoke

Theft

Leaks & Floods

Business Interruption

  Storm

  Impact

£

Having to make an Insurance Claim can often be a complicated and time 

consuming process. Once a claim is lodged with an Insurer they will appoint a 

LOSS ADJUSTER to represent them. But did you know you can also appoint your 

very own Loss Adjuster, known as a LOSS ASSESSOR.

Oakleafe Claims Loss Assessors are local professionals who specialise in 

Insurance Claims Management and only represent you-the policyholder. We 

have extensive experience in all types of claims and values covering the entire 

U.K. As Loss Assessors our mandate is to ensure the policyholder receives their 

full entitlement after we settle their Insurance Claim.

Oakleafe Claims Loss Assessors are the proud award winning recipients of Loss 

Assessor of the year at the U.K British Claims awards and have been helping 

people and businesses with Insurance Claims since the Second World War. 

We operate 24/7 throughout the UK with our head office in Gidea Park and 
supporting offices in London, Brighton, Manchester, Cardiff & Glasgow. 
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T
hey say that to be the best, you have to beat the best, and Michael Smith’s elevation 
to world number one – as he took the 2023 world title in January – certainly made 
true that statement.

Not only did he see off three-time champion Michael van Gerwen at Alexandra Palace 
in a memorable final, but he also gave the sport what is being described as the most 
memorable leg of them all.

It came during the second set, and saw two of the sport’s titans begin by scoring 
treble-20 maximums. The next throws also saw the players hit their respective trebles, 
setting up each on a legendary nine-dart finish. Van Gerwen went first, knocking off treble 
20 twice, before faltering on double 12.

With the crowd barely able to reset, Smith stepped up – taking the more conventional 
nine-dart finish route of treble 20, treble 19, then nailing the double 12, for arguably 
the most amazing leg of darts in the competition’s 29-year history. Smith seized the 
momentum, rallying thereafter to take the title 7-4 in sets.

While ‘Bully Boy’, from St Helens, is excelling in what is a modern, showbiz era of 
professional darts – with packed arenas, primetime TV billing and 

a semi-celebrity status for the game’s major stars – Smith 
epitomises something reassuringly old school about the 

sport. He is a ‘larger’ man, is adorned with tattoos, and 
reassuringly doesn’t possess any of the media 

training associated with those in other sports.
For example, having come through his 

semi-final with Belgian Gabriel Clemens, 
Smith revealed that he’d spend most mornings 

during the tournament in bed watching repeats 
of Catchphrase and Supermarket Sweep.

What’s clear, though, is that when the 
evening comes around, the only programming 
on display was three decades of dedication 
to his craft, where laser-like hand-to-eye 
coordination has made the 32 year old the 
best darts player in the world.

ENGLISHMAN MICHAEL SMITH BECOMES DARTS WORLD CHAMPION AFTER 
PLAYING HIS PART IN THE GREATEST LEG OF DARTS EVER SEEN
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www.mplaw.co.uk

Sally Ward

Head of Family Team
sallyward@mplaw.co.uk

Jas Pannu

Solicitor
jaspreetpannu@mplaw.co.uk

Roisin McCorry

Consultant
roisinmccorry@mplaw.co.uk

Yvonne Taiwo

Family Law Paralegal
 yvonnetaiwo@mplaw.co.uk

Romford Office: 8-10 Eastern Road, Romford, Essex RM1 3PJ  |  T: 01708 784000 

Shenfield Office: 194 Hutton Road, Shenfield, Essex CM15 8NR  | T: 01277 245015

Email: office@mplaw.co.uk

If your case is suitable we can offer a  

40-minute free consultation with one of the team. 

Family disputes and conflicts can 

be a difficult and emotionally 

charged time. You will receive 

expert, cost-effective guidance 

which delivers the best possible 

solution to the issues in your 

case, if you work with us.

With over 75 years of cumulative experience 
we can offer support and advice on all legal 
aspects of relationship breakdown.

You can seek help on:

 Child Arrangement Orders

 Child Maintenance

 Injunction Proceedings

 Financial Claims on Divorce

 Financial Provision for 
Children

 Parental Responsibility 
Agreements

 Pensions On Divorce

 Divorce

 Prenuptial Agreements

 Separation Agreements
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W
hile most parents wouldn’t dream of driving around without 
securing their kids in a car seat, many are inadvertently putting 
them at risk. Here’s how to avoid the four most common car seat 

mistakes. 

Facing forward too soonFacing forward too soon
Children have relatively large heads and weak necks which means that, 
if they are facing forward during a collision, their head can jerk forward 

suddenly and violently. This can result in spinal injuries. Keep your children 
in rear-facing car seats until they reach the maximum height and weight limit. 
This is typically around the age of 15 months or up to 13kg (29 lb). 

Twisted or loose harness strapsTwisted or loose harness straps
As many as one in three children are at risk because they are strapped 
into their car seats incorrectly. Harness straps should lie flat, not twisted, 
and they need to be tight enough to hold your child safely in an accident. 
Pull the harness so that it is nice and snug. If you can pinch any excess 
fabric, then it is too loose. 

Too many clothes Too many clothes 
Children should not wear coats or other bulky clothes when in a car seat. This is 

because, if there is a crash, these garments will compress and loosen the harness. 
Even a hoodie can push your child’s head too far forward if the hood is down. 

Instead, cover your child with a blanket once they are secured if you are 
concerned about the cold. 

Buying a used car seatBuying a used car seat
Ideally, you should buy a new car seat, as these are safer than used ones. 
However, if you do buy a used one, then you need to ensure you do 
your homework. Choose one that comes with instructions, hasn’t been 

recalled, is no more than six years old, has no visible damage or missing 
parts, and has never been involved in a crash. 

CAR SEAT
mistakes
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Improve,
Don’t Move!
Maximise the value of your home.
  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM

  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM

  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME

  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR

  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

PREMIUM  3.4M  ANTHRACITE

£1,990

GAROLLA     PREMIUM
Increased Security � Double Insulation

One-Touch Close

£895
COMPACT � UP TO 2.4M

01708 545 657
www.garolla.co.uk

9.8 out of 10 4.8 out of 5

BESPOKE ELECTRIC DOORS MANUFACTURED IN THE UK

Maximise the value of your home.

FREE 
FITTING
PAYMENT ON 
INSTALLATION

Q: WHAT’S MISSING HERE?

A: YOU ARE

CONTACT US NOW TO START ADVERTISING

t: 01708 578049  m: 07967 079101
e: hornchurch@visionmag.co.uk 
w: www.visionmagessex.com

YO_R ADVERT 

HE_E...

Your 
Monthly 

Lifestyle 
Magazine
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THE V I S I O N  L ISTINGS

PUT YOUR BUSINESS IN THE V I S I O N  LISTINGS...CALL 01708 57804901708 578049 TODAY

ACCOUNTANT & TAX ADVISORS

ALL THINGS ACCOUNTING 
Accounting & tax services, we help with self-assessment tax 
return, corporation tax return, payroll, VAT return, CIS return 
& bookkeeping. Call 07539 035537 for free initial consultation

ACUPUNCTURE

HONG WEI CHINESE MEDICAL
Fully qualified & experienced, specialising in women’s health & 
Fertility.  Help with pain relief, emotional disorders, male/female 
conditions.  01708 454888 | hongweichinesemedicine.co.uk

AUTO BODY REPAIRS 

SQUIRRELS HEATH AUTOS 
Est. Over 30 years taking care of major & minor bumper 
scuffs, dents, scratches etc. Call for details 01708 437721 
| 07745 629957

BALLOON DECOR

THE BALLOON SQUAD EVENTS 
I offer bespoke decorations for any family celebration or 
occasion at home or venue. For a no obligation quote contact 
07958 586501

BEAUTY & NAILS

BEAUTY BY NATASHA KATIE
A local, mobile LVL Technician. Fully qualified level 2 and 
3 beauty therapist Babtac insured and approved. 07961 
462672

SPECIAL NAILS
Dedicated to provide the best quality nail care for Men & 
Women.  Walk-ins welcome, appointment bookings & gift 
vouchers available.  01708 442248

THE NAIL STUDIO
Nail Studio lets you switch off and pamper with highly skilled 
technicians providing top treatments and nail products to 
meet your every need. 07572 526519

CAR & VAN HIRE

SCENIC SELF DRIVE
Your self drive hire specialists.  Whether you require modern 
cars, motorhomes, vans or minibuses.  Rest assured we will 
provide you a professional service 01708 753461

CLEANING SERVICES

SPOTCLEAN LTD
Commercial & Domestic Services Specialising in Office, 
Shop, New build, Refurbished & Residential Cleaning. We 
ensure a Clean & hygienic environment 07940 213394

CLEARANCE & WASTE

THE CLEARANCE TEAM
From clearing a room, house or garden to clearing an entire 
office block. Fast, reliable and affordable.  Working 24/7 so 
you can book us at your convenience 0207 101 3387

COMPUTER REPAIR & I.T.

MAPTEC IT 
Your local residential & commercial IT specialists. We can fix 
your computers, configure email accounts & printers. Setup 
your Wi-FI, Internet router & network. 0203 865 7174

DRIVING LESSONS - AUTOMATIC

NV DRIVE 
Lady instructor. Discount available on prepaid courses. 
Brand new vehicle June 21 - NV Drive school of motoring: 
call 07554 634183

ELECTRICAL & WHOLESALERS

CH ELECTRICAL WHOLESALERS
Essex & East London’s leading electrical wholesalers 
providing the trade & public a professional service with 
access to all leading brands. 01708 730591

ELECTRICIAN

CAPITAL ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 
Domestic/Commercial, Repairs/Installation, Vehicle Charging 
Points, Portable Appliance Testing, Fire Alarms, Emergency 
Lighting, Installation Condition Reports. Call 01708 578038

FINANCIAL SERVICES

PARAGON LEGAL SERVICES LTD 
We will write your will for only £49.99+Vat subject to T&Cs. 
Call FREE on 0800 0747 642 or 01206 544919 Call us for a 
FREE home appointment. www.paragonlegal.co.uk

FLOORING & RESTORATION

PARNELL FLOORS
We can provide you with the perfect service from the supply, 
fitting and finishing of new and reclaimed wooden floors 
including the restoration of existing floors. 07780 671512

FLOWERS & FLORISTRY

THE PLANTIQUE
Our dedicated team of professional florists are able to assist 
you with floral gifts for any occasion.  We offer good quality 
floral gifts at competitive prices. 01708 477255

CONTACT HORNCHURCH@VISIONMAG.CO.UK

THE V I S I O N  L ISTINGS
FRENCH POLISHING

DC POLISHING
20 Years experience in wood restoration i.e. Furniture, doors, 
staircases, worktops, minor repairs & FLOOR RESTORATION. 
07949 204969 | dcpolishing.church@gmail.com

FURNITURE RESTORATION

ABBEY GROUP
Abbey Group are specialist in creating, repairing & restoring 
quality furniture & wood surfaces to the highest standard.  
01708 741135

KINGS UPHOLSTERY
Handmade sofas & chairs designed especially for you to 
your required specifications.  Also providing in re-upholstery 
& repair work. 01708 444125

GARDEN SERVICES

JOHN HEARNE
We take care of it all Lawn Mowing, Weeding, Planting, 
General Tidying, Fence/Shed Painting, Driveway/Patio 
Pressure Washing and more. Call for details 07908 523101

KINGS CUTS TREE SERVICES
A Huge range of tree services available & offer expert 
arboricultural advice, ensuring your trees are looked after 
responsibly.  01708 578030 | 07467 944671

GIFTS, BALLOONS & ACCESSORIES

CLASSIC CARDS
Established for 24 years.  Specialising in hand made cards, 
personolised frames, large variations of gifts, jewellery & 
balloon displays.  Gift wrapping available. 01708 620460

HARDWARE & DIY SUPPLIES

DISCOUNT DIY & HARDWARE
General Store & Hardware. Full Range Calor Gas Bottles 
Available. 49, Butts Green Road, Emerson Park RM1 2JS. 
01708 440151. Open 7 Days
 

LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING

THE LAUNDRY MAN
From everyday washing, drying & ironing.  We can pretty 
much launder anything & everything.  Self service launderette 
available. 01708 447710

LOCKSMITHS

KEYTEK LOCKSMITHS
From Lock outs to security upgrades, our fully trained DBS 
checked Locksmiths are the experts | Call 01708 202 269 
| Quote: 15078

PLUMBING & HEATING

CMS PLUMBING HEATING & BATHROOMS  
Corgi registered, 20+ years’ experience, public liability 
insurance, offering free quotes. No job too small. Based in 
Gidea Park. Call Craig 07855 589185

ROOFING

JIM BARR ROOFING
Exterior cleaning & maintenance. Gutters, Paving & UPVC; 
cleaned, repaired & renewed. 01708 874816 | 07833 
572459

SR ROOFERS
Roofing experts with ORIGINAL company name/number. 
Family run. Confederation of Roofing Contractors approved 
member. 01708 551714 | 07743 406418

TILING

DR BETTS TILING
Large selection of floor & wall tiles, fitting service, porcelain, 
ceramic, glass & natrual stone. Specialist in underfloor 
heating. 01708 381349

WINDOWS & GLAZING

MAJOR GLASS & GLAZING
Specialising in all aspects of glass & glazing for both 
domestic & commercial.  UPVC, Conservatories, Bi-Fold 
Doors, Double Glazing Repairs, Mirrors.  01708 525996
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JOIN THE LISTINGS... 

DISCLAIMER:  VISION  does not represent or endorse the accuracy or reliability of any of the advertisements, nor the quality of any 
products, information or other materials displayed, purchased or obtained by any customer as a result of an advertisement or any other 
information or offer in connection with the service or products. The opinions expressed in articles, reviews and stories are strictly those of the 
individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of VISION .

ACROSS: 1. PONCHO, 7. FLOODING, 8. SPA, 9. RECENT, 10. CAMP, 11. NORMS, 13. ACUTELY, 15. ABANDON,  
17. EDUCE, 21. DRUM, 22. APPLES, 23. IRK, 24. DOWNTIME, 25. TAPERS

DOWN: 1. PISTON, 2. NEARER, 3. OFFER, 4. CONTACT, 5. EDUCATED, 6. ENAMEL, 12. MONUMENT, 
14. BOTANIC, 16. BARYON, 18. URSINE, 19. EVOKES, 20. UPSET 
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PUZZLES & Trivia
ACROSS

1. Mexican cloak (6)

7. Swamping (8)

8. Belgian town (3)

9. Of the immediate past (6)

10. Place with temporary 

accommodation (4) 

11. Standards (5)

13. Sharply (7)

15. Give up (7)

17. Draw or bring out (5)

21. Percussion instrument (4)

22. Popular round fruits (6)

23. Annoy (3)

24. Non-functioning period (8)

25. Thin candles (6)

Down

1. Points (anag) (6)

2. Closer (6)

3. Proposal; suggestion (5)

4. Act of touching (7)

5. Taught (8)  14. Pertaining to plants (7)            19. Calls forth (6)

6. Hard tooth coating (6) 16. Subatomic particle such as a nucleon (6)       20. Surprise result (5) 

12. Memorial (8)  18. Bearlike (6) 

did you know?

uValentine’s Day was first declared a holiday 
by a pope. In 496 AD, Pope Gelasius I 
made the feast of Saint Valentine an official 
holiday.

uThe first known official celebration of Saint 
Valentine’s Day took place in Paris on 
February 14, 1400.

uEach year, 10 per cent of all marriage 
proposals happen on February 14.

uAround 25 million Valentine’s cards are 
sent in the UK every year.

uUK pet owners will spend £200million on 
Valentine’s gifts for their animals.

uValentine’s Day is the second biggest 
‘event’ of the year following Christmas. It 
is estimated that the UK will spend around 
£880million on Valentine’s Day.

Facts courtesy of Funky Pigeon
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There’s no place like
Home Hub

homehubgroup.co.uk

Windows • Sliding Doors • Bifold Doors • Roof Lights

With no pressure sales, transparent pricing and 
exceptional service levels you’ll feel right at home 
with Home Hub. Come and see us at our beautiful 
lifestyle showroom in Epping - call 01992 948989 
to book an appointment.

@HomeHubGroup

01992 948 980 

essex@homehubgroup.co.uk

137-139 Epping High Street
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